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Jaguar  by  Calixto  Robles 


Census  surprise:  diversity  survives 

Neighborhood’s  ethnic  mix  is  about  what  it  was  a  decade  ago 


by  Bruce  Williams 

The  Census  numbers  are  out  for  the 
Mission,  and  unlike  many  neigh¬ 
borhoods  around  the  city,  they 
imply  a  remarkable  stability  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  over  the  last  10  years.  That  runs 
counter  to  everything  we  think  we  know 
about  change  in  the  neighborhood.  New 
restaurants  popped  up  on  Valencia  Street, 
and  new  live/work  lofts  in  the  Northeast 
Mission,  but  as  a  whole  the  60,000  or  so 
people  who  call  the  Mission  home  are  sta¬ 
tistically  little  different  from  ten  years  ear¬ 
lier.  What’s  the  truth  behind  the  numbers? 

There  are  several  possible  explana¬ 
tions,  but  first  let’s  look  at  the  data. 

Thirteen  census  tracts  roughly  com¬ 
prise  the  Mission.  The  outer  bounds  are 
Dolores,  Market,  11th,  the  James  Lick 
Freeway,  and  Cesar  Chavez.  The  bound¬ 
aries  are  very  similar  to  the  definition  the 
Planning  Department  uses  for  the  neigh¬ 
borhood.  These  thirteen  census  tracts  can 
be  grouped  into  three  sub-districts.  The 
“Mission  Core”  is  between  17th  and  Cesar 
Chavez,  the  Freeway  and  Valencia;  it  is 
the  heart  of  the  Hispanic  community  in  the 
Mission,  with  the  24th  Street  shopping 
corridor  its  symbolic  center. 

The  “North  Mission”  is  between  17th 
and  11th.  A  mix  of  residential  and  light 
industrial/warehousing,  this  is  the  area 
where  many  live/work  lofts  were  con¬ 
structed  over  the  past  decade.  Finally,  the 
“West  Mission”  includes  the  two-large- 
block-wide  swath  between  Dolores  and 
Valencia  all  the  way  from  Cesar  Chavez  to 
Market  This  stretch  has  always  been  an 
intermediary  area  between  Noe  Valley  and 


the  Castro  on  one  side,  and  the  heart  of  the 
Mission  on  the  other.  This  classification  of 
the  Mission  was  used  by  Brian  Godfrey  in 
his  landmark  1988  book  Neighborhoods 
in  Transition,  The  Making  of  San 
Francisco's  Ethnic  and  Non-Conformist 
Communities  (UC  Berkeley  Press). 

The  total  population  of  the  Mission  in 
the  2000  census  was  60,202,  a  5.6% 
increase  over  the  57,016  recorded  in  1990. 
This  was  less  than  the  7.5%  increase  of  the 
city  as  a  whole,  but  for  a  built-out  neigh¬ 
borhood  with  relatively  little  new  con¬ 
struction  it  is  significant  growth.  The  cen¬ 
sus  counted  over  1700  more  households  in 
the  Mission  in  2000,  while  according  to 
the  planning  department  there  were  only  a 
little  over  700  new  units  (net  of  demoli¬ 
tions)  during  the  decade.  Either  the  cen¬ 
sus  counted  better  this  time,  or  more  units 
were  created  in  existing  housing  stock 
during  the  decade,  or  both. 

North  Mission  growth  surge 

Most  Mission  residents  live  in  the  Mission 
Core  tracts  (about  36,000),  while  the  West 
Mission  has  about  half  that  number  and 
the  partly  industrial  North  Mission  only  a 
quarter.  The  increase  in  population, 
though,  was  not  distributed  equally.  The 
Mission  Core  grew  by  about  2,000  (6%). 
The  North  Mission  grew  by  about  1 ,400, 
adding  over  20%  to  its  population.  There 
was  actually  a  drop,  by  300  (1.5%),  in 
population  in  the  West  Mission  corridor. 

The  North  Mission  is  growing  most 
quickly  because  that’s  where  significant 
housing  is  being  built.  The  slight  drop  in 
population  in  the  West  Mission  census 
tracts  is  consistent  with  a  gentrilying 
neighborhood,  in  which  there  tend  to  be 


fewer  families  and  more  singles  and  cou¬ 
ples.  The  Mission  core  has  had  some  new 
construction,  both  market  rate  by  private 
developers  and  affordable  housing  devel¬ 
oped  by  Mission  Housing  Development 
Corporation  and  others,  but  at  the  time  of 
the  census,  Bernal  Dwellings  (208  units) 
was  demolished  and  none  of  its  former 
tenants  were  counted. 

So  new  construction  and  demolitions 
should  nearly  balance.  A  large  part  of  the 
increase  is  due  to  “doubling  up”  in  the 
Mission  Core.  While  household  size  went 
down  in  the  North  and  West  Mission,  it 


By  Victor  Miller 

Stung  by  recent  news  coverage  of 
San  Francisco’s  filthy  streets. 
Mayor  Willie  Brown  lashed  out  at 
critics  of  his  handling  of  the  city’s  home¬ 
less  problem  and  indicated  he  was  pre¬ 
pared  to' initiate  a  new  get-tough  policy. 
He  has  started  off  by  getting  tough  with 
just  about  everybody  who  disagreed  with 
him. 

In  a  interview  session  with  the  SF 
Neighborhood  Newspaper  Association, 
the  mayor  accused  non-profit  organiza¬ 
tions  of  fraud,  stated  that  District  Attorney 
Terence  Hallinan  should  have  been 
recalled,  and  found  fault  aplenty  with  the 
board  of  supervisors  and  the  general  pub¬ 
lic  for  not  supporting  the  measures  pro¬ 
posed  by  himself  and  former  Supervisor 
Amos  Brown.  Welfare  cheats  and 
hypocrisy  on  the  part  of  the  media  were 


went  up  in  the  Core,  to  3.3  people  per 
household. 

The  information  on  race  and  ethnicity 
in  the  Census  reinforces  these  conclu¬ 
sions,  although  they  show  there  has  been 
remarkably  little  change  overall.  In  the 
1990  census,  the  Mission  was  52% 
Hispanic.  In  2000  there  were  about  600 
more  Hispanics  in  the  Mission,  but  the 
percentage  declined  slightly  to  50%  of  the 
populatioa  Whites  grew  by  3%;  African 
m  Americans  and  Asians  had  smaller 
changes.  Hispanics  are,  unsurprisingly, 
concentrated  in  the  Mission  Core  neigh- 

Continued  on  page  4 


also  targets  of  the  mayor’s  unrestrained 
vituperation 

Brown  was  irate  about  the  latest  out¬ 
cry,  led  by  the  Chronicle  and  the 
Examiner,  about  problems  caused  by 
those  living  on  the  city  streets.  “All  these 
current  alarmists  -  I  sometimes  wonder 
where  the  Hell  were  they  when  Amos 
Brown  was  taking  all  the  heat  for  my  pro¬ 
posal  to  snatch  the  cars  of  dope  dealers 
who  contribute  to  people  [being]  on  the 
street.  Where  were  they  when  Amos 
Brown  was  carrying  legislation  to  take  the 
shopping  carts,  which  was  my  legisla¬ 
tion...  where  were  they  when  Amos 
Brown  was  carrying  the  legislation  to  get 
the  panhandlers  off  the  median  strips? 
Where  were  they?  And  how  much  heat 
did  I  take  when  I  cleaned  out  UN  Plaza?” 

Continued  on  Page  6 


Mayor  blames  DA,  supes,  nonprofits 
for  the  city’s  homeless  problem 

Brown  sees  the  public  as  unsupportive  of  his  efforts  and  the  media  as  hypocritical 


2  SEPTEMBER  2001 


New  Mission  News 


A  Worker-Owned  Cooperative 


We  will  If 
closed 
Monday 
September  3i 
k  in  honor  of 
Aiaior  Day, 


10%  de  descuento  en  todo* 

No  hay  descuento  para  cajas  o  para  articulos  previamente 
rebajados.No  se  aplicaran  las  polizas  preexistentes  de 
descuento  mientras  haya  surtido  de  venta. 


Tuesday  September  18th 
Wednesday  September  19th 
Thursday  September  2Qth 
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Kary  McElroy  Photo  by  Gary  Stenger 

well  and  I  am  very  committed  to  help  eviction  is  wrong  and  1  find  it  to  be  an 
make  this  a  better  neighborhood  for  all.  insuIt  to  good  business  ethics.  What  ever 
To  leave  my  home  now  would  devastate  happened  to  honesty  and  integrity? 
me  beyond  repair.  I  truly  believe  that  this 


CABLE  CAR  PIZZA 

OPEN  DAILY 
11AM  til  3AM 


2  MEDIUM 
PIZZAS 

1  TOPPING  EACH 

$1595 


DCUVtRY  OR  PICK-UP  ONLY 


DICED  CHICKEN  WITH  ’ 
MUSHROOM,  CARROTS,  I 
ONION  AND  HERBS  IN  RICE* 

$695 ! 

OfcUVERY  OR  PICK-UP  ONLY  * 


535  Valencia  431-8880 

@  16th  Street  '  Fax:  431-9018 
Lunch  Deliveries  •  Office  Parties 
"We  Cater  to  Downtown  Businesses" 


HOUSE  SPECIAL  PIZZAS 

1.  CABLE  CAR  (COMBO) 

W"«  Ftffemm.  iiwy.  1Mm>  Bell  Fuffm.  t> ra» 

2.  DOLORES  PARK  (VEG) 

kkukrmm.  Chtm.  Fmk  Tuuumn,  Bet  Pepfen  Blue*  Ok aa  Geuke 

3.  FISHERMAN  S  WHARF  (SEAFOOD) 

Shrimp,  Clum,  Curke 

4.  NOB  HILL  (CHICKEN) 

Okekm  Mmkmrmt,  Sim  Dried  Temeten.  Outem 

5.  MISSION  BELL  (MEXICAN) 
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6.  PACIFIC  HEIGHTS  CALL  MEAT) 


7.  SAN  FRANCISCO 
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8.  HAWAIIAN  SPECIAL 

Cenudmm  Burr n.  Fmeupple 

9.  ATHENS  BY  NIGHT  (GREEK) 
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10.  VALENCIA  SPECIAL 

Ardekete  Hma.  Smu-Dmd  Temmm  Gurkr  Bluet  Okm  Zueekm, 

PIZZAS 

PLAIN  CHEESE 

1  TOPPING 

2  TOPPINGS 

3  TOPPINGS 

EACH  ADDmONAL  TOPPING 

TOPPINGS 

Salami  •  Pepptroni  •  Sausage  •  Ground  Bee) 

Olives. Garlic •  Zucchini •  Fresh  Spinach- Fresh  Tomato. Onion. Pteiro 
Baby  Clams* Chicken- Anchovies. Shrimp.  Feta  Cheese -Beil  Peppers 
Mushroom.  Roasted  Red  Bell  Peppers -Jalapcfto*  Pineapple  .Artichoke 
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Ham  •  Canadian  Bacon 

PASTA 

SPAGHETTI  BOLOGNESE 

7.75 

CHEESE  RAVIOLI  1 

8.65 

RAVIOLI  MEATSAUCE 

8.95 

ANGEL-HAIR  POMORODE 

7.65 

FETTUCCINI  ALFREDO 

8.75 

fettuccini  pesto 

8.75 

FRUTT1  DI  MARE 

10.65 

CHICKEN  FETTUCCINI 
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VEGETARIAN  LASAGNA 

8.75 

UNGUIN1  CLAMS 
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STUFFED  MANICOTTI 
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TOKTELLIN1  FLORENTINI 

9.6) 

ENTREES 

RED  SNAPPER 

9.65 

GRILLED  SALMON 

10.25 

PRAWNS  SAUTE 

11.25 

FRIED  PRAWNS 

9.85 

CHICKEN  MARSALA 

9.75  ’ 

CHICKEN  PARM1GIANA 

9.95 

CHICKEN  PICATA 

10.95 

MARINATED  GRILLED  CHICKEN 

8.25 

CHICKEN  SCALORPIN1 

10.95 

PEPPERCORN  STEAK 

12.50 

NEW  YORK  STEAK 

11.95- 

APPETIZERS 

MOZZARELLA  STICKS 

BUFFALO  WINGS 

4.50 

4.85 

6.25 

2.25 

FRIED  CALAMARI 

GARLIC  BREAD 

SALADS 

CAESAR  SALAD 

5.95 

HOUSE  SALAD 

3.75 

GRILLED  CHICKEN  CAESAR  SALAD 

6.75 

' 

SHRIMP  SALAD 

.6.25 

RISOTTO 

CHICKEN  RISOTTO 
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After  working  with  Mr.  Ibrahim  for  a 
year  and  making  major  improvements, 
our  master  tenant  moved  out  taking  my 
deposit  When  Mr.  Ibrahim  and  his  wife 
came  by  one  day  to  look  over  the  proper¬ 
ty,  he  looKea  at  ail  the  work  that  I  had 
done  to  the  house  and  thanked  me  very 
much  for  my  efforts.  At  this  time  I  said  if 
the  master  tenant  ever  moved  my  room¬ 
mate  and  I  wanted  to  stay,  and  he  then 
nodded  his  head  and  smiled. 

Then  there  was  the  occasion  when  I 
looked  over  the  lease  to  find  out  that  Mr. 
Ibrahim  had  raised  the  rent  illegally  on 
the  last  lease  resigning.  I  brought  this  to 
the  attention  of  our  master  tenant  and 
advised  him  to  take  Mr.  Ibrahim  to  court 
to  correct  this.  We  did,  and  we  won. 
Thirty  days  later,  when  our  master  tenant 
gave  notice  that  he  was  leaving,  I  had  the 
opportunity  to  see  Mr.  Ibrahim  again.  I 
asked  him  how  we  were  going  to  work 
out  the  new  lease. 

He  did  not  want  to  give  me  an 
answer,  so  I  asked  him  to  please  tell  us 
what  he  was  going  to  do.  He  then  replied, 
"I  don’t  know  you.  I  don’t  know  who  you 
are.  You  are  not  my  tenant  and  you  will 
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My  name  is  Kary  McElroy  and  I 
have  lived  at  1270  Hampshire 
Street  in  San  Francisco  now  for 
a  year.  I  am  disabled  and  I  live  on  a  mod¬ 
est  income.  Since  I  have  been  in  this 
neighborhood  I  have  put  forth  my  best 
effort  to  help  improve  the  community. 
How  I  have  made  this  effort  is  by  making 
lunches  for  the  homeless  in  this  area, 
focusing  on  women  who  are  homeless.  I 
also  spend  my  own  time,  money  and 
efforts  in  cleaning,  painting,  repairing  and 
improving  this  house  I  live  in,  which 
looked  like  an  abandoned  crack  house 
when  I  moved  ia 

On  a  regular  basis,  I  have  cleaned  off 
the  graffiti  on  our  block,  I  volunteer  at  the 
Brava  Theater  on  York  and  24th,  where  I 
have  been  asked  to  join  the  board.  Now  I 
have  joined  my  local  block  organization 
which  is  focused  on  cleaning  up  the  drug 
activity  in  our  neighborhood  and  making 
improvements.  I  am  now  the  business 
owners'  liaison  for  the  community. 
Basically,  I  was  raised  to  leave  things  bet¬ 
ter  than  the  way  I  found  them 

When  I  found  this  house  I  was  very 
desperate  for  housing,  and  even  though 
this  house  was  in  very  bad  shape  I  felt  I 
could  help  to  make  it  a  livable  home.  I 
had  no  other  real  options,  so  I  moved  in 
and  began  working  with  the  landlord 
(Salti  Ibrahim,  owner  of  the  liquor  store 
on  the  comer  of  2 1  st  and  South  Van  Ness) 
to  make  the  improvements  necessary  to 
make  this  a  safe,  inhabitable  home. 
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have  to  leave."  I  was  blown  away  that  he 
could  look  another  person  in  the  face, 
knowing  they  would  know  he  was  telling 
a  lie,  and  he  looking  them  right  in  the  eye. 
Now  we  are  without  heat  here.  This  viola¬ 
tion  has  been  cited  by  the  buildinginspec- 
tor,  yet  Mr.  Ibrahim  has  made  no  attempt 
to  correct  it. 

Back  in  October  of  2000,  while 
rebuilding  the  circuit  breaker,  I  found  that 
the  unit  in  the  back  of  the  property's  elec¬ 
tricity  was  connected  to  our  meter.  When 
I  brought  this  to  the  attention  of  Mr. 
Ibrahim,  he  denied  it  and  refused  to  give 
us  credit  for  the  electricity  that  we  had 
been  paying  for  unknowingly. 

Now  I  have  been  left  fighting  Mr. 
Ibrahim  over  a  wrongful  eviction.  I  have 
conducted  a  detailed  search  to  find  hous¬ 
ing  in  my  price  range  and  I  cannot.  I  can't 
sleep  or  eat  This  is  my  home  now,  and 
my  community.  I  know  the  people  here 
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Phoenix’ 

We  Pnxicty  Announce 


The  Phoenix  Bar 

811  Valencia  Street 


Valet  Parking 
■Private  Parties 
Business  Lunches 
Breakfast  Meetings 


Full.  Bar 
Happy  Hour 
Lunch  and  Dinner 
Brunch  Saturday  and  Sunday 


Phone  695-1811 


Race  and  Ethnicity  in  the  Mission 
1990  and  2000  US  Census 


1990 

2000 

# 

% 

U 

% 

Hispanic 

29,575 

52% 

30145 

50% 

White 

16,914 

30% 

19581 

33% 

Asian 

7,448 

13% 

6800 

11% 

African  American 

2,547 

4% 

1790 

3% 

Other 

533 

1% 

1886 

3% 
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Holliday’s  HAIR  HAIR  HAIR 


Cuts  ft  Styling  •  Color  •  highlights 
Deep  Conditioning  Treatment 


1* 

ad 


Quality 
Products  and 
Excellent  Service 
for  Women  <£  Men 


3166  -llnd  Street  (at  Mission)  811-9430 


borhood,  where  over  60%  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  is  of  Latin  background. 

The  North  Mission  is  about  50% 
Hispanic,  and  the  West  Mission  about  one 
quarter.  Within  the  Mission  the  only  area 
to  show  a  significant  racial  shift  was  the 
gentrifying  West  Mission,  where  the 
Hispanic  population  declined  from  32%  to 
26%.  This  sub-area  has  bounced  back  and 
forth  within  this  same  range  since  the 
1970  census,  an  indication  of  the  long  his¬ 
tory  of  these  West  Mission  blocks  as  a 
transitional  area  between  surrounding 
neighborhoods. 

Since  the  Census  bureau  began  count¬ 
ing  Hispanics,  the  percentage  of  Hispanics 
in  the  Mission  has  been  increasing  decade 
by  decade.  The  2000  census  was  the  first 
to  show  a  reversal,  albeit  a  slight  one,  and 
despite  the  apparent  stability  of  the  census 
numbers  that  is  demographically  a  water¬ 
shed  event 


Hie  heart  of  the  latino  community 

The  Mission  remains  the  undisputed  heart 
of  the  Latino  community  in  San 
Francisco,  but  the  growth  of  the  commu¬ 
nity  is  taking  place  elsewhere,  particularly 
in  neighborhoods  like  the  Outer  Mission, 
Excelsior,  and  Crocker  Amazon  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  city.  These  neighbor¬ 
hoods,  unlike  the  Mission,  are  largely 
homeowner  neighborhoods,  and  perhaps 
the  destination  of  former  Mission  District 
renters.  So  while  the  Hispanic  population 
of  the  Mission  grew  by  600  (2%),  it  grew 
by  over  8000  (11.5%)  in  other  neighbor¬ 
hoods. 

The  fact  that  there  was  so  little 
change  in  the  Mission  is  remarkable  when 
you  compare  the  change  to  neighborhoods 
like  Bayview,  the  Ingleside,  or  the  Sunset, 
where  there  were  racial  shifts  of  20%  or 
more  in  a  decade. 

Ups  and  downs 

The  apparent  stability  in  the  demographics 
of  the  Mission  requires  more  investiga¬ 
tion.  I  have  only  a  few  observations  that 
may  help  explain  why  a  neighborhood 


Note:  Census  data  between  1990  and  2000  is  not  strictly  comparable  because  the  2000 
Census  allow  multiple  selection  of  racial  categories  for  the  first  time.  However,  less  than 
3%  of  the  population  chose  this  option  (classified  here  with  "other").  Hispanic 
is  not  classified  as  a  race,  and  should  be  directly  comparable  between  Censuses. 
Source:  US  Census  1990,  2000. 
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A  Swank  Neighborhood  Bar 
the  Heart  of  San  Francisco’s 
New  Bohemia 


540  Valencia  Street  (Between  16th  &  17th) 

Open  2  to  2  •  Seven  Days  a  Week . 864*24  1  9 


that  attracted  national  media  attention  for 
battles  over  gentrification  would  not  show 
any  substantial  change  statistically. 

First  of  all,  it’s  important  to  remem¬ 
ber  that  the  Census  is  a  snapshot  of  change 
over  10  years.  In  1990  we  were  entering 
a  recession,  which  lasted  locally  until 
about  1995.  The  “new  economy”  cen¬ 
tered  on  dot-coms  began  gathering  speed 
in  the  middle  of  the  decade,  but  didn’t 
really  touch  the  Mission  until  the  last  few 
years.  So  it’s  likely  that  there  was  change 
in  one  direction  in  the  first  half  of  the 
decade,  followed  by  a  reversal  which 
brought  us  back  to  apparent  “stability.” 
For  instance,  if  thirty-year-long  trends 
held,  there  were  probably  more  Hispanics 
in  the  Mission  in  1995  than  in  2000  after 
several  years  of  a  booming  economy. 

Housing  is  the  second  explanation  for 
stability.  The  Mission  has  a  large  stock  of 
permanently  protected  housing,  whether 
publicly-owned  housing,  or  assisted  hous¬ 
ing  owned  or  managed  by  non-profits. 
Further,  because  the  Mission  is  mostly  a 
renter  neighborhood,  the  City’s  rent  con¬ 
trol  laws  protect  most  tenants.  During  a 
decade  in  which  market  rents  rose  three¬ 
fold  in  the  city,  and  even  more  in  the 
Mission,  those  lucky  enough  to  have  a 
rent-controlled  apartment  had  a  good  rea¬ 
son  to  keep  it. 

That  may  explain  part  of  the  stability 
suggested  by  the  Census.  Those  unlucky 
enough  to  be  looking  for  rental  housing 
during  the  last  few  years  of  the  1990’s 
found  themselves  in  a  terrible  bind. 
Perhaps  the  reason  that  the  Hispanic  pop¬ 
ulation  did  not  continue  to  grow  in  the 
Mission  is  that  it  became  unaffordable  to 
new  immigrants,  and  its  traditional  role  as 
a  first  stop  began  to  be  supplanted  by 
places  like  the  Fruitvale  district  of 
Oakland. 

That  may  explain  why  change, 
although  not  apparent  statistically,  was  so 
hotly  contested  in  the  Mission  even 
though  it  was  so  much  more  pervasive  in 
many  other  San  Francisco  neighborhoods. 
In  neighborhoods  like  the  Outer  Mission, 


Mission  Population 
1990  and  2000  US  Census 


1990  Population 

2000  Population 

Change 

%  Change 

North  Mission 

6,754 

8,117 

1363 

20.2% 

West  Mission 

16,419 

16,174 

-245 

-1.5% 

Core  Mission 

33,843 

35,911 

2068 

6.1% 

TOTAL 

57,016 

60,202 

3186 

5.6% 

Source:  US  Census  1990,  2000 


Population  per  Household 
1990  and  200  US  Census 


1990  Population/houschold 

2000  Population/houschold 

%  Change 

North  Mission 

2  64 

2  55 

-3.4% 

West  Mission 

2.12 

1.98 

-6.4% 

Core  Mission 

3  22 

3.31 

+2.7% 

TOTAL 

2  74 

2.71 

-0.9% 
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change  came  when  one  homeowner  sold 
(o  another.  If  many  of  the  sellers  were 
White,  and  many  buyers  Hispanic,  then 
change  added  up  to  something  statistically 
and  socially  significant.  But  these  were 
voluntary  actions  and  everyone  was  pre¬ 
sumably  happy  with  the  result. 

In  a  neighborhood  like  the  Mission, 
tenants,  commercial  or  residential,  lived 
in  fear  that  a  gold-rush  economy  would 
displace  them  into  a  market  that  had 
become  unaffordable.  In  the  end,  the 
number  of  people  who  had  to  face  some¬ 
thing  as  traumatic  as  an  owner  move-  in 


eviction  was  relatively  small,  too  small  to 
show  up  in  the  census  numbers.  But  the 
fear  and  frustration  were  not  small,  and  as 
the  boom  turns  into  a  bust  we  as  a  city  are 
still  dealing  with  the  boom’s  aftermath. 

Census  data  can  be  viewed  and  down¬ 
loaded  from  the  net  at  www. census.gov 
The  American  Factfinder  portion  of  the 
site  provides  easy,  guided  access  to 
the  most  widely  used  statistics. 

Bruce  Williams  is  the  program  director  for 
the  Francisco  Planning  &  Urban 
Research  Association  (SPUR) 


CIVIC  CENTER 


MISSION  DISTRICT  STREETS. 


Lowest  prices  in  town  for  Internet  Access! 

Many  computers  available! 


Open  7am  to  9pm,  7  days  a  week,  365  days  a  year! 

920  Valencia  @2otb»  824-4371 


Plus  don 't  miss  our 
custom  blend  coffee! 


Visit  Good  Vibrations,  the  Bay  Area’s 
“clean,  well-lit  place”  to  buy  sex  toys,  books  and  videos. 


www.goodvibes.com  I -800-BUY-VIBE 


Good 

Vibrations 


ian  rrancisco 
1 2 10  Valencia  Street 


Denteiey 

2504  San  Pablo  Av< 

(510)  841-8987 


(415)  974-8980 

Open  Sun.-Thurs:  I  lam-7pm;  Fri.  and  Sat.  I  lam-8pm 


•women-owned  and  operated  -friendly,  knowledgeable  staff 
•wide  selection — from  educational  to  erotic 


NOW 
AVAILABLE 

Ibarra  Brothers  Printing 


Special  Discounts 
to  Nonprofit 
Organizations 


1009  Valencia  St,  (nr  21st) 

Telephone:  526-6700  Fax:  626-6701 
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Tent  cities:  conspiracies  or  just  getting  out  of  the  elements? 

Homeless  Continued  from  Page  1 


Asked  where  the  heat  came  from. 
Brown  responded,  “These  same  bastards 
w  ho  run  the  Chronicle  and  the  Examiner, 
and  the  board  of  supervisors  and  Hallinan, 
all  of  whom  are  loudmouths.  There  was 
silence  by  almost  everybody  else.  There 
wasn’t  any  great  thumping  of  tire  drums 
on  Willie  Brown’s  or  Amos  Brown’s 
behalf.  In  fact,  it  actually  contributed  to 
Amos’  losing  his  seat  [on  the  board  of 
supervisors].”  Amos  Brown’s  replace¬ 
ment  in  the  War  on  Carts  is  Supervisor 
Gavin  Newsom,  who  has  proposed  new 
measures  to  seize  them  from  the  home¬ 
less. 

Brown  blasted  District  Attorney 
Hallinan  for  fighting  his  efforts  to  transfer 
funds  to  enforce  quality -of-life  laws  (pub¬ 
lic  urination,  drunkenness  etc.)  from  the 
district  attorney's  office  to  the  city  attor¬ 
ney’s  office.  Brown  was  outraged  at 
Hallinan’s  subsequent  refusal  to  accept 
funding  for  this  very  thing  during  the  bud¬ 
get  process.  "That  son  of  bitch  should 
have  been  recalled  by  the  very  people  who 
are  currently  outraged.  I’m  more  disgust¬ 
ed  than  you’ll  ever  believe.” 

Brown  said  there  are  daily  sweeps  of 
homeless  encampments  such  as  the  highly 
publicized  one  on  Jessie  Alley  in  August, 
but  denied  these  were  punitive  measures. 
“You  go  in  there  with  all  the  resources  you 
have  in  the  city,  the  people  who  run  the 
shelters,  the  people  who  ran  the  medical 
programs,  you  go  in  there  with  a  team. 
[These  are]  aggressive  efforts  to  provide 
access  to  the  services  that  are  available, 
and  ‘aggressive’  means  being  really 
focused  on  not  letting  anybody  not  accept 
[services]  and  continuing  to  violate  the 
law.” 

Asked  about  the  mayor’s  remarks, 
Paul  Boden  of  the  Coalition  on 
Homelessness  (which  includes  many  of 
the  organizations  providing  homeless  ser¬ 
vices)  strongly  disagreed.  “Unlike  Frank 
Jordan’s  Matrix  program,  the  police  no 
longer  have  social  workers  along  on  these 
sweeps...  I  was  at  Jessie  Alley  and  I  did¬ 
n’t  see  any  social  workers.”  According  to 
Boden,  the  Brown  sweeps  also  no  longer 
include  set-aside  beds  in  shelters  for  those 
swept  away. 

Boden  said  the  Coalition  is  asking 
that  people  be  given  24-hour  notice  before 
their  carts  and  possessions  are  confiscat¬ 
ed.  “They  do  it  for  abandoned  cars.  If  the 
idea  is  to  move  people  along,  the  notice 
will  do  that.  Giving  notice  only  prevents 
stealing  private  property.” 

Expressing  himself  succinctly  on  the 
issue,  the  mayor  said,  “When  I  see  a  shop¬ 
ping  cart,  that  shopping  cart  gets  confis¬ 
cated.” 

Treatment  on  demand,  sometimes 

On  the  question  of  treatment-on-demand 
for  drug  users.  Brown  admitted  it  was 


“probably  an  overstatement”  “You  can  . 
get  it  in  some  cases.  San  Francisco  does 
not  have  an  elaborate  sy  stem  that  will  let 
you  go  to  every  clinic.  We  contract  social 
services  from  non-profits  in  the  private 
sector.  Some  of  them  are  very  good  Some 
of  tire  ml  ie  and  take  our  money  and  do  not 
provide  treatment  on  demand.  My  guess  is 
nobody  even  monitors  whether  or  not  they 
are  giving  it  every  time  somebody  walks 
in  the  door,”  he  said 

The  mayor  also  chastised  shelter 
workers  who  deal  directly  with  the  home¬ 
less  on  a  daily  basis,  ”We  have  real  trou¬ 
ble  with  the  people  working  in  those  facil¬ 
ities  because  they  really  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  in  many  cases  that  there  is 
nothing  you  can  do  for  these  people 
except  to  maintain  them.  They  don’t  like 
the  idea  that  we  are  trying  to  transition 
them  [the  homeless]  out,”  he  said. 

Boden  acknowledged  there  was  an 
understandable  amount  of  burnout  among 
shelter  workers,  but  offered  some  insight 
as  to  the  cause.  “When  you’re  working  for 
$9/hr.  and  confronted  by  a  vastly  overpaid 
and  completely  incompetent  city  bureau¬ 
cracy  that  equates  homeless  people  with 
shit  and  piss  that  need  to  be  swept  away, 
and  you  must  keep  telling  people  day  after 
day  ‘there  is  nothing  I  can  do  for  you,’ 
you’re  going  to  get  burned  out.” 

On  the  issue  of  accountability  for 
contracted  non-profit  agencies,  Boden 
said,  “The  responsibility  for  monitoring 
these  programs  is  the  Department  of 
Public  Health’s.  If  it’s  not  being  done,  the 
mayor  should  fire  [Director  of  Public 
Health]  Mitch  Katz.  Agencies  that  are 
held  accountable  will  act  accountably. 
Those  that  aren’t  will  be  greedy,  sloppy 
and  belligerent  to  clients.  Every  commu¬ 
nity  forum  I’ve  been  to  has  demanded 
greater  accountability...  If  I  keep  giving 
you  a  paycheck  but  you’re  not  doing  the 
job,  whose  fault  is  that?” 

Ten!  cities 

The  latest  phenomenon  in  the  social  evo¬ 
lution  of  San  Francisco’s  homeless  popu¬ 
lation  has  been  the  appearance  of  free¬ 
standing  tents  set  up,  sometimes  two  or 
three  together,  on  side  streets  and  alleys. 
The  mayor  had  a  theory  about  this. 
“Some  of  these  non-profits  -  and  if  I  catch 
the  bastards  I’m  going  to  see  if  we  can’t 
prosecute  them  -  are  giving  tents  to  the 
homeless.”  The  mayor  also  found  the 
makeshift  shelters  of  the  homeless  objec¬ 
tionable  and  said  he  phones  in  sightings 
of  “those  blue  tarps”  from  his  car. 

The  mayor’s  statements  on  welfare 
fraud.  Brown  sounded  remarkably  like 
Ronald  Reagan’s.  He  related  an  anecdote 
he  attributed  to  former  director  of  social 
services  Will  Lightboume.  Brown  said, 
[“He  told  me]  on  a  day  there  was  a  seri¬ 
ous  disruption  on  the  [Bay]  Bridge,  ‘I 


don’t  know  if  there’s  any  connection  or 
not,  but  we  gave  out  25%  fewer  checks.” 
Tliis  commuting  welfare  bum  story  has 
evidently  been  circulating  for  years:  dif¬ 
ferent  versions  attribute  the  transportation 
mishap  to  BART  and  the  source  of  story 
to  former  social  services  commissioner 
Earl  Rynersoa  The  mayor  used  this  tale 
as  a  partial  justification  for  “new  law 
enforcement  tools.” 

He  bemoaned  the  city’s  lack  of  fin¬ 
ger-  printing  requirements  fbr  those 
receiving  pubhc  benefits.  “If  we  had 
them,  my  guess  is  15-20%  of  the  people 
taking  the  money  wouldn’t  get  it”  In  fact, 
according  to  the  city’s  Department  of 
Human  Services,  fingerprinting  and/or 
photographs  are  currently  required  for 
nearly  every  form  of  public  benefit 
including  food  stamps  and  the  $345  a 
month  allotment  popularly  known  as  wel¬ 
fare. 

Apparently  unaware  of  this,  the 
mayor  saw  the  need  for  more  data  collec¬ 
tion  on  the  homeless  and  blamed  his 
political  opponents  for  blocking  him  on 
this.  “Tie  board  of  supervisors  and 
Hallinan  oppose  the  idea  that  we  would 
keep  a  dossier  on  every  homeless  persoa 
These  folks  absolutely  oppose  the  data 


collection  process  and  the  central  data 
bank.  They  oppose  literally  every  effort 
we  are  making.” 

After  delivering  these  scathing 
attacks  on  nearly  everyone  involved  in 
the  homeless  issue.  Brown  said  there 
could  be  no  progress  without  “a  cessation 
of  accusation  and  a  willingness  to 
embrace  an  aggressive  management  of 
the  homeless  programs.” 

Last  month  in  the  New  Mission 
News,  we  reported  that  of  the  $100  mil¬ 
lion  housing  bond  passed  by  voters,  the 
Mission  will  get  almost  no  new  housing. 
Given  the  political  polarization  outlined 
by  the  mayor,  the  situation  with  city’s 
$  100  million  annual  budget  for  homeless¬ 
ness  is  completely  different  -  we  will  get 
more  homeless. 


Mayor  Brown  was  offered,  and  accepted, 
an  opportunity  to  enlist  the  pubhc 's  sup¬ 
port  on  the  homeless  problem.  His  col¬ 
umn  on  what  private  citizens  can  do 
about  homelessness  will  appear  this 
month  in  the  member  publications  - 
including  this  one  (see  “Da  Column  ”  on 
page  11)  -  of  the  San  Francisco 
Neighborhood  Newspaper  Association. 


mi//ion 

ONE  HOUR  PHOTO 


We  are  the  source  of  Carnaval  SF  parade  photos 
(over  3000  photos  every  year!) 


FREE  FILM  with  developing  on  Sundays!  (i6pnntmin.) 


One  Hour:  , 

color  film  develop  3x5,  4x6,  4x6 
full  frame  with  borders! 

Instant: 

passport  &  immigration  photos  • 
print  to  print  service  -  enlarge  &  reduce 


Overnight: 

black  S  white  proof  sheets 

1-3  days: 

enlargements  to  20"x30'. 

2  days: 

slides  &  b/w  develop  &  print 


2859  Mission  Street 
(between  24th  &  25th) 


(415)  648-6698 


Monday  to  Friday 
Saturday 
Sunday  , 


9:30  -  6:30 
10:00-  6:00 
1 1:00-  5:30 


100%  ALL  NATURAL 

•  Helps  Regulate  Blood  Sugar 

•  Promotes  Healthy  Digestion 

•  Accelerates  Weight  Loss 

•  Reduces  Joint  &  Muscle  Aches 

•  Relieves  Arthritis  Symptoms 

•  High  in  Protein  (over  40%  usable) 

•  Absolutely  No  Side  Effects 

The  healthful  ingredient  contained  in  Vilabetes  comes 
from  a  plant  in  the  legume  family.  This  amazing  bean, 
which  is  found  only  in  the  remote  jungle  valleys  of  the 
mountains  of  South  America,  has  long  been  valued  for 
its  powerful  medicinal  properties  by  the  indigenous 
people  of  those  regions. 

Now,  for  the  first  lime,  the  benefits  of  this  traditional 
health  food  can  be  yours  !  Vitabetes  has  been  shown 
to  support  the  body’s  natural  ability  to  control  blood 
sugar.  Many  have  reported  actual  reduction  in  their 
abnormally  high  blood  sugar  to  normal  levels. 


CALL  US  TODAY  FOR  MORE  INFORMATION: 

1  -800-700-7507 

www.vitabetes.com 
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Stop  Overcharging  San  Franciscans  for  Rent! 


When  you  elect  Neil  Eisenberg  time  starts  running  out  on  illegal  evictions 

12:01pm  12:10pm 


Eisenberg  will  announce 
the  City  Attorney  Offices’ 
commitment  to  enforce 
tenanfts  rights  at  a 
special  staff  meeting. 


Create  an  Illegal  Eviction 
Unit  in  the  office  with 
status  equal  to  the  code 
enforcement  unit,  with 
power  to  investigate 
landlords’  compliance  in 
Ellis  Act,  move-in  and  SRO 
evictions. 


12:20PM 

1 

^  12:30pm 

ni 

Lay  down  clear  priority 
for  vigorous  defense  of 
Rent  Board  decisions  and 
rent  control  ordinances. 


/ 


Vigorously  pursue 
enforcement  measures 
against  the  50  worst 
slumlords  in  close 
cooperation  with  the 
District  Attorney. 


Create  the  position  of 
Deputy  City  Attorney  for 
Affordable  Housing  to 
determine  availability  of 
tax  defauted  properties 
for  potential  use  as  low  cost 
housing. 


Ask  staff  what,  if 
anything,  is  unclear 
about  the  commitment 
to  the  tenants  of  San 
Francisco. 


IMPARTIALITY 


_  World-famous  environ¬ 
mentalist  Richard  Goldman  and  affirmative 
action  pioneer  Ling  Chi  Wang  have  endorsed 
Eisenberg  because  he  will  bring  impartiality 
and  a  fair  deal  to  the  office. 


FORTITUDE 


We’re  already  paying  the  highest  rents  in  the  nation. 


"Help  Us  Elect  A  rf 
Truly  Independent  B 
City  Attorney.” 


|  When  no  one  thought  it  could  be 
done,  Neil  Eisenberg  beat  PG&E  in  a  landmark 
legal  battle  to  lower  our  electric  bills,  and  he 
wrote  the  MUD  proposition  on  November's 
ballot.  That's  why  Angela  Alioto  and  public 
power  advocates  support  him. 

UiIK»];l;l»Jaf|:JHUTi  Former  DA  Arlo  Smith, 
City  Hall  watchdog  Joel  Ventresca,  and 
whistle-blower  Willie  Ratcliff  endorse 
Eisenberg  because  no  other  candidate  has 
his  demonstrated  history  of  incorruptability. 


Angela  Alioto  Ling  Chi  Wang  Joel  Ventresca  Willie  Ratcliff 


Paid  Political  Advertisement 


956-3567  •  E4CASF@aol.com 
eisenbergforcityattomey.org 
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Arriba  Juntos  Presents  ixV 

Poncho  c 

1 

a  salute  toCal  Tjader 

Cal  Tjaderis  Alumni: 

Clare  Fischer  •  Mark  Levine 
Roger  Glenn  •  Robb  Fisher 
Pete  Riso  •  Many  Duran 
Vince  Lateano  •  Benny  Velarde 
Karl  Perazzo 

The  Latin  Jazz  Youth  Ensemble:  _ _ 

Hans  Stem  •  Erik  Stem  «=== — ~~ 

Elizabeth  Dorman  •  Kyle  Athayde  . 

Jonah  Levy  Baron  ">>■  . 

Samora  Pinderhughes  •  Eric  Mendez 

Sam  Ferguson  •  Daniel  Riera 

Cara  Pardo  ^ 

Special  Guests: 

Mongo  San tam aria  ' 

Ruben  Estrada  •  Karl  Perazzo 
Benny  Velarde 

Celebrity  Award  presenter 

Orlando  Cepeda 

Sat.  September  1 5 

Nob  Hill  Masonic  Center 
II  I  I  California  St.  •  7:30  P.M. 

Ticket  Info  &  Sales  City  Box  Office 

(415)  392-4400 

www.cityboxoffice.com www.Tickets.com 
Event  lnfo:(4l5)  551-1968 
www.arribajuntos.org 

Y48  W©  /COS 

- TFI  PUIINM  ROMANTIC A<  ■  ^ ’ 

LatlfiB^Arca  KCS;V\ 

••■■■■I  com  91-1  FM 


1 


/WwiJw  a«ct  k/afirns  k/e-home, 
priv-ate,* parties  •  cvi/re  aarcfcij 


Phone  282-6777 


6fu*  to  10.  {/U&Mt  6 fun  to  cImc? 


LaufiB^Arca 


KCSM 

91.1  FM 
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Reservations  Accepted  *$0^  Credit  Cards  'Welcome 
‘ Wheelchair  necessitate 
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CAFE  ARGU 

[joining  in  a  Jloerslij,  ^Setting 

CLASSIC  SPANISH  DINNERS 
AMERICAN  FAVORITES 
WINE  AND  BEER 
TAPAS  BAR 

thinner  isxueA  H7u ssAaij  -  <£unAay  siaiiin^  6:30pm 

CkitA^MonAmj  v^W 

1499  Valencia  at  26th  41 5.643.31 60 


b: 


Dance  Center 

at 

The  Women’s  Building 

3543  18th  St.  between  Valencia  and  Guerrero 

Dance  Workouts 

Tuesday  and  Thursday  @  10:30  am  and  6:00  pm 
Saturday  10:00  am 

Beginning  Hip  Hop 

With  Rebecca  Weisser 
Saturday  1 1 :00  am 

Starting  in  September,  Hip  Hop  and  Brazilian 
Dance  classes  for  kids  and  teens! 

Rhythm  and  Motion  also  offers  over  100  weekly  workouts  and  dance  classes  for 
adults  and  kids  at  1 1 33  Mission  St  and  at  neighborhood  locations  throughout  the 
city.  Classes  include:  Salsa,  W  African,  Capoeira,  Hip  Hop,  Jazz,  Yoga, 
Afro-Haitian,  Tap,  Modem,  and  more. 

For  a  complete  Rhythm  and  Motion  Dance  Center  Schedule 
call  415-621-0643  or  visit  www.rhythmandmotion.com 


$5  Discount 

Qn  ,-egyiar  single  class  with  this  ad. 
Good  at  any  location 


Dance  Center 


Valid  through  September  30th,  2001. 
Not  valid  for  workshops,  kids  classes  or  partner  dance  nights 
One  coupon  per  person,  please;  not  good  with  other  discounts  ^ 


Opinion 


by  Randy  Shaw 


The  public  rejects  the  media’s  filth 
and  mayhem  campaign 


A  recent  David  Binder  poll  spelled 
bad  news  for  honchos  at  the 
Chronicle  and  Examiner.  Despite 
running  dozens  of  stories  on  crime,  filth, 
and  prostitution  on  city  streets  (Hookers 
are  plying  their  trade  in  SF?  Shocking!), 
and  appealing  for  the  overturn  of  district 
elections  (due  to  behavior  falsely  ascribed 
to  District  6  Supervisor  Chris  Daly),  only 
4%  of  voters  identified  public  safety  as  the 
most  important  issue  facing  the  Board  of 
Supervisors.  Nearly  2/3  of  respondents 
expressed  support  for  district  elections 
despite  the  media's  drumbeat  for  repeal. 

To  the  surprise  of  nobody  who  reads 
the  New  Mission  News,  Binder's  poll 
(released  August  19)  found  voters  chiefly 
concerned  with  affordable  housing.  When 
combined  with  responses  focused  on 
homelessness  and  tenants'  rights,  a  full 
40%  of  voters  want  the  Supes  to  focus  pri¬ 
marily  on  addressing  the  city's  housing 
crisis.  Since  evictions  and  the  housing 
shortage  have  received  about  l/10th  the 
daily  press  coverage  given  the  alleged 
wave  of  filth  and  mayhem,  there  is  a  per¬ 
fect  inverse  ratio  between  what  the  media 
and  voters  deem  important. 

Although  the  poll  results  should  keep 
the  Supervisors  on  course,  the  media's  bat¬ 
tle  to  alter  the  city's  political  landscape  has 
just  begum  Two  years  remain  before  tire 
next  mayoral  race,  providing  plenty  of 
time  for  the  daily  press  to  convince  voters 
that  they  must  elect  the  candidate  most 
willing  to  crack  down  on  feces,  trash,  and 
homeless  persons  on  city  streets. 

It  has  happened  before.  In  1990  then- 
Mayor  Art  Agnos  had  implemented  inno¬ 
vative  homeless  programs  and  had  signed 
legislation  strengthening  protections  for 
low-cost  residential  hotels.  Seemingly  on 


route  to  an  easy  re-electron,  Agnos  was 
derailed  in  large  part  by  a  media  blitz 
blaming  him  for  unsanitary  and  unsafe 
city  streets.  Matier  &  Ross  regularly 
derided  Agnos'  "social  worker"  approach 
to  poverty  and  the  Chronicle,  Examiner 
and  Independent  all  laid  the  groundwork 
for  the  election  of  a  former  police  chief, 
Frank  Jordan.  Jordan's  victory  stymied 
progressive  housing  policies  and  ushered 
in  four  years  of  mean-spirited  public 
attacks  on  the  poor. 

Although  the  utter  failure  of  the 
Jordan -era  crackdowns  on  homeless  per¬ 
sons  should  have  killed  this  agenda,  so 
much  of  the  electorate  is  unfamiliar  with 
the  Jordan  program  that  the  Chronicle 
believes  it  can  resurrect  it  Activists  and 
their  supervisorial  allies  must  follow  a 
clear  strategy  to  prevent  the  media's  right- 
ward  recasting  of  city  politics:  they  mus- 
tremain  proactive.  This  means  continuing 
to  enact  measures  that  address  the  housing 
crisis  rather  than  shifting  agendas  in 
response  to  the  media's  focus  on  crime. 

In  The  Activist's  Handbook  I  discuss 
how  progressives  allowed  the  media  to  set 
the  terms  of  debate  in  1990-91  and  how 
itfacilitated  the  election  of  the  corporate 
and  landlord-controlled  Frank  Jordan.  No 
progressive  can  be  elected  mayor  or 
supervisor  on  an  anti-filth  and  crime  agen¬ 
da,  as  conservatives  will  always  go  further 
and  take  a  harder  line  on  these  issues.  It  is 
only  by  aggressively  responding  to  the 
electorate's  concern  about  the  lack  of 
affordable  housing  that  progressives  will 
maintain  and  expand  their  electoral  base. 


Randy  Shaw  is  the  director  of  Housing 
the  Tenderloin  Housing  Clinic 
www.  housingamerica.  net 


“..M’s  a  ghetto  4  star  restaurant.” 


Featuring  regional  italian  cuisine 
and  down  home  comfort  food 


served  with  equal  flair. 

thursday  -  Saturday  Sunday  -  tuesday 
6pm-2am  6pm-l2am 

18  Virginia  st.  at  mission,  now  serving  weekend  brunch 

206  -  2086 
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The  cesspool  vote 

In  an  age  when  the  media  seem  all  too 
happy  to  publish  every  little  piece  of 
dirt  they  can  dig  up  on  those  in  power, 
the  venerable  Hearst  Corporation  has 
established  an  enviable  track  record  of 
responsible  and  respectful  coverage  of  our 
local  leaders.  Who  could  forget  how,  in 
the  mn-up  to  the  last  mayoral  election, 
Hearst-Examiner  editor  Phil  Bronstein, 
and  publisher  Tim  White  were  not  only 
willing  to  sit  down  with  Mayor  Brown 
and  listen  to  his  concerns  about  their 
newspaper's  reporting  of  alleged  corrup¬ 
tion  in  his  administration-but  actually  had 
the  courage  to  stand  up  to  their  muck-rak¬ 
ing  underlings  and  insist  that  they  provide 
the  mayor  with  the  more  positive  cover¬ 
age  he  clearly  deserved? 

And,  needless  to  say,  one  does  not 
have  to  resort  to  conspiracy  theories  about 
"horse-trading"  to  understand  why  Mayor 
Brown,  when  faced  with  such  overwhelm¬ 
ing  evidence  of  the  Hearst  corporation's 
ethical  and  balanced  approach  to  its  jour¬ 
nalistic  mission,  pulled  a  few  strings  to 
facilitate  its  purchase  of  the  Chronicle. 

So  with  its  new  parent  company's 
reputation  for  sober  and  responsible  treat¬ 
ment  of  our  city's  public  figures  at  stake, 
one  can  safely  presume  that  the 
Chronicle's  recent  decision  to  run  an  edi¬ 
torial  denouncing  Supervisor  Daly  as  a 
"walking  embarrassment"  was  not  made 
lightly.  Clearly  that  paper's  editorial  page 
writers  recognize  that  Mr.  Daly  is  not  just 
some  pimply,  petulant,  29-year-old  punk 
who  lacks  social  skills,  but  is  rather  a 
symptom  of  something  far  more  sinister: 
the  sorry  consequences  that  can  befall  our 
democracy  when  the  wrong  elements 
exercise  the  right  to  vote. 

For  he,  along  with  a  number  of  his 
colleagues  on  the  current  board,  seems  to 
answer  to  a  constituency  of  homeless, 
SRO-dwellers  and  other  riff-raff.  With  the 
result  that  the  kind  of  people  who-judging 
by  the  way  they  have  transformed  San 
Francisco  into  what  Chronicle  columnist 
Rob  Morse  has  so  aptly  called  a 
"cesspool''-are  not  even  capable  of  con¬ 
trolling  their  own  bowel  and  bladder 
movements,  now  control  the  agenda  of 
city  government 

And  what  a  thoroughly  unfair  agenda 


it  is!  For  Supervisor  Daly  and  his  allies 
focus  all  their  efforts  on  "affordable  hous¬ 
ing"  and  the  various  other  pet-issues  of 
their  poor  and  homeless  masters,  and  sim¬ 
ply  ignore  the  very  real  problems  that 
affect  us  wealthier  folks-the  biggest  prob¬ 
lem  being,  of  course,  the  homeless  them¬ 
selves. 

For,  however  much  money  one 
spends  on  executive-class  condominiums, 
top-quality  restaurants,  valet  parking  and 
all  the  other  accoutrements  of  an  elite 
lifestyle,  these  worthless  bums  are  never¬ 
theless  always  under  one's  feet,  flaunting 
their  war-wounds  and  other  disabilities  in 
one's  face,  and  generally  assaulting  one's 
eyes  with  the  disgusting  spectacle  of  their 
abject  poverty. 

Indeed,  so  unbelievably  obnoxious 
have  they  become  in  recent  months,  that 
they  even  seem  capable  of  perpetrating 
quality-of-life  crimes  from  beyond  the 
grave -as  I  found  out  myself  the  other 
morning,  when  I  happened  across  an  evil¬ 
smelling  pile  of  rags  besmirching  the 
Corinthian-marble  entryway  of  my 
live/work  complex. 

On  closer  inspection,  it  turned  out-to 
contain  some  vagrant  who  had  apparently 
passed  on  to  the  great  welfare  line  in  the 
sky,  yet  who  in  death  was  just  as  able  to 
annoy  and  inconvenience  his  betters  as  his 
malodorous,  panhandling  presence  on  the 
sidewalk  no  doubt  was  w  hen  he  was  alive: 
for  it  took  half  the  morning  to  get  the  city 
to  cart  him  off  to  the  morgue,  and  the 
whole  sordid  business  caused  me  to  be 
more  than  an  hour  late  for  my  Buming- 
Man-themecamp-planning  power  break¬ 
fast  at  Plumpjacks. 

So,  in  order  not  only  to  ensure  that 
San  Francisco  can  once  again  be  the  "best 
city  in  the  world,"  a  place  where  even  the 
most  discriminating  tourist  or  business 
traveler  would  be  proud  to  leave  his  heart, 
but  indeed  to  save  our  civic  life  from 
domination  by  the  lowest  common 
denominator,  let  us  encourage  Mayor 
Brown  to  heed  the  wise  advice  of  the 
Hearst  corporation’s  inimitable  Mr. 
Morse:  round  up  the  homeless,  medicate 
them  thoroughly,  and  lock  them  up  some¬ 
place  w  here  they  can  never  again  use  the 
ballot  box  to  inflict  their  selfish  agenda- 
and  their  embarrassing  representatives- 
upon  the  rest  of  us. 


FOR  SALE 

Below-Market  Condos 


The  Affordable  Way  for  San  Francisco 
Tenants  to  Become  Homeowners 


Home  Ownership  for  Tenants  (HOT) 

When  25%  or  more  tenants  in  a  building  choose  to  buy,  and  agree  with 
the  owner  on  price,  the  building  is  divided  into  condos.  Only  existing 
tenants  are  allowed  to  buy  the  condos,  so  prices  are  made  affordable. 

(The  average  SF  rental  unit  sold  for  $  156K  in  2000).  Under  HOT,  SF  tenants: 

•  have  a  realistic  chance  to  become  SF  homeowners 

•  are  eligible  for  zero-downpayment  mortgage  loans 

•  instantly  gain  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars  in  equity 

•  gain  tax  shelter,  lifetime  security  and  financial  empowerment 

Low-income  families,  elderly  and  disabled  get  special  loan  assistance 
Non-buying  tenants  get  additional  protections  from  eviction.  Win-win! 

Get  info,  and  sign  up  at  www.affordable-homeownership.org 
Tell  your  friends  and  neighbors!  email:  Condos4Tenants@aol.com 


INTERIORS 


HAND-CRAFTED  FURNITURE 

FROM 
AROUND 
THE  WORLD 


_ 


Free  Gift  with 
Purchase  of 
Furniture 


974  VALENCIA  STREET  @  21*t  ST*  SF  94110  •  415*647*9500 

www.valenciainteriors.com 


Give  Your  Old  Cell  Phone  a  New  Life 

Recycle  your  old  cellular  phones  and  help 
support  victims  of  domestic  violence 


Starting  October  2,  2001 ,  you  can  drop  off  your  old 
cellular  phones,  chargers  and  batteries  at  the  following 
Verizon  Wireless  Stores  in  San  Francisco: 

•  600  Harrison  St.  @  (2nd  St) 

•  1 99  Pine  St.  @  (Battery  St.) 

•  1  Daniel  Burnham  Ct.  @  (Van  Ness  Ave.) 

For  more  information  please  call  554-3400 


\^^veri jOHwireless 


Brought  to  you  by  the  San  Francisco  Solid  Waste  Management  Program 


MODERN  TIMES  BOOKSTORE 

A  progressive  resource  for  the  Bay  Area 
A  neighborhood  bookstore  for  the  Mission 

888  Valencia  Street  20th.  415/282-9246 
www.moderntimesbookstore.com 


Thursday,  Aug.  30  at  7:3Q  pm 

JOSE  ANGEL  GUTIERREZ 

THEY  CALLED  ME  "KING  TIGER" 

Legendary  Chicano  activist  reads  from 
his  new  translation! 

Monday,  Sept.  10  at  700  pm 

DOUG  DOWD'S  COURSE  ON  ECONOMICS 

New  course  beginning  in  March. 

Wednesday.  Sept.  12  at  7:30  pm 

TRINA  ROBBINS 

ETERNALL  Y  BAD 

Award  winning  feminist  cartoonist  brings 
us  goddesses  of  every  persuasion. 

Thursday,  Sept.  13  at  7:30  pm 

CRACKING  THE  EARTH 

A  25th  ANNIVERSARY 
ANTHOLOG  Y  FROM  CAL  YX 

With  readings  by  Chitra  Divakaruni, 

Frances  Payne  Adler  Beveity  Burch, 

K.F.  Hastings,  and  Melissa  Stein. 


Tuesday.  Sept.  18  at  7:30  pm 
CHERI  REGISTER 
PACKINGHOUSE  DAUGHTER 

Part  memoir,  part  labor  history.  Register  tells  the 
story  of  the  1959  meatpacker  s  strike  in  Minnesota. 

Wednesday.  Sept.  19  at  7:30  pm 
ANNIE  SPRINKLE 
HARDCORE  FROM  THE  HEART 

Dr.  Sprinkle  reads  from  collected  essays,  followed 
by  tit  pnnts  in  lieu  ot  a  conventional  signing! 

Thursday.  Sept.  20  at  7:30  pm 
JUSTIN  CHIN 
HARMLESS  MEDICINE 

Chin  examines  the  meanings  ot  travel  home,  illness, 
contagion  8.  gay  identity  in  these  new  works. 

Wednesday.  Sept.  26  at  7:30  pm 

BILL  AYERS 

FUGITIVE  DAYS 

Founding  member  of  the  Weather  Underground 
reods  trom  his  memoirs. 
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New  Mission  News 


The  Ellis  ax  falls  on  48-year 
and  45 -year  Mission  residents 

by  Joe  Donohoe 


fSTA  KC(HE  iNViTES  YOV  TO 

m  m  mmm  (elevation 
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Eighty  nine  year-old  Domitila  Perez, 
a  native  of  Puerto  Rico,  is  being 
forced  from  her  home  at  3065  23rd 
Street  where  she  has  lived  for  45  years,  so. 
Mrs  Perez  has  a  disabled  dependent  son 
and  is  herself  in  failing  health.  Her  land¬ 
lord,  John  Gaewhiler,  a  substantial  proper¬ 
ty  owner  in  the  city,  is  attempting  to  e\ict 
Mrs.  Perez  and  other  tenants  under  provi¬ 
sions  of  the  Ellis  Act,  a  state  law  allowing 
property  owners  to  take  rental  housing  off 
the  market 

Also  being  Ellised  out  of  the  23rd 
Street  location  are  Josefina  &  Francisco 
Gomez,  78  and  82,  who  have  lived  there 
for  48  years  and  65  year  old  Angela 
Cativo  and  her  disabled  daughter.  On 
August  30,  supporters  of  the  tenants  held 
a  rally  in  front  of  the  building  protesting 
the  evictions. 

Raquel  Fox,  a  staff  attorney  from  the 
Tenderloin  Housing  Clinic  (THC)  who  is 
representing  Mrs.  Perez,  said  the  legally 
required  notice  in  Spanish  had  not  been 
given  to  her  client,  who  is  Spanish  speak¬ 
ing.  Mrs.  Perez  only  notice  came  in  March 
when  contractors  hired  to  renovate  the 
building  handed  her  letters  demanding  she 
move  out  Fox  also  pointed  out  that  the 
landlord  was  not  giving  Mrs.  Perez  a  year 
to  relocate  as  required  by  provisions  of  the 
Ellis  Act  intended  to  protea  seniors  and 
the  disabled. 

Under  the  Ellis  Aa  the  landlord  has  to 
file  with  both  the  City  Recorder  and  the 
Rent  Board  before  evicting  any  tenants. 
The  landlord  is  then  prohibited  from  rent¬ 
ing  that  property  as  a  residence  to  anyone 
for  ten  years.  The  Ellis  Aa  supercedes 
local  tenant  protections  but  does  include 
the  one-year  provision  for  the  elderly  and 
the  handicapped. 

According  to  Gaewhiler’s  lawyer 
Kirk  Freeman,  Mrs.  Perez  is  not  entitled  to 
to  a  year’s  grace  because  she  failed  to  file 
for  it  with  the  Rent  Board  and  with  his 
office  within  120  days  of  the  notice.  Fox 
replied  that  Mrs.  Perez  had  filed  with  the 
Rent  Board  and  that  a  copy  had  been  sent 
to  Freeman's  office.  Lauren  Porter,  a 


Since  1973 

SYNERGY 

SCHOOL) 


Grades  K-8 
Small  Classes 
Challenging  Academics 
Multi-Cultural 
Innovative  Programs 
Extended  Care 

4 1  5-567-6 1 77 

www.synergy.pvt.k1 2.ca.us 
1387  Valencia  St.  at  25th 


counselor  for  St.  Peter's  Housing 
Committee  who  referred  the  case  to  the 
THC,  said  that  the  official  notification 
from  Mrs  Perez  had  been  sent  out  on 
March  26th,  well  within  the  120-day  peri¬ 
od. 

Freeman  also  claimed  he  had  reached 
a  written  agreement  with  St.  Peter's  and 
Mrs.  Perez  allowing  her  to  remain  until 
November  15th  or  until  her  son  could 
relocate  her  at  his  home  in  East  Bay. 
Freeman  added  that  relocation  fees  of 
approximately  $7500  would  be  paid  out 
according  to  this  agreement  The  landlord, 
he  said,  is  taking  the  residence  off  of  the 
rental  market  because  it  needs  to  be  reno¬ 
vated  and  he  wishes  to  convert  the  proper¬ 
ty  to  commercial  space. 

Porter,  speaking  on  behalf  of  St. 
Peter's,  said,  to  her  knowledge  no  agree¬ 
ment  was  ever  signed,  but  that  an  oral 
agreement  had  been  reached  between  the 
Mrs.  Perez  and  the  landlord.  She  said  that 
this  agreement  was  made  under  duress  and 
that  w  hen  Mrs.  Perez  felt  she  couldn't  relo¬ 
cate  by  the  indicated  date  she  turned  to  the 
Tenderloin  Housing  Clinic  for  help. 

Fox  told  the  New  Mission  News 
’’Gaewhiler’s  been  trying  to  get  her  out 
ev  er  since  he  found  out  the  city  was  going 
to  put  in  a  park  across  the  street.  That 
would  increase  his  property’s  value.  He‘s 
raised  her  rent  illegally  and  hassled  her 
about  her  use  of  water  and  now  this.” 

Advocates  of  affordable  housing  see 
the  removal  of  rental  units  as  detrimental 
to  the  poor  and  especially  to  the  elderly. 
When  the  only  way  to  remain  in  San 
Francisco  is  to  buy  a  house,  then  any  low- 
income  residents  are  automatically  exclud¬ 
ed  by  one  of  the  most  expensive  housing 
markets  in  the  United  States. 
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SPCCiAl  SHOW  WiTH  UVA  LVNA 1CP/A 


FUN  AFTERNOONS  -A 

•A  EVERY  SUNDAY  ^ 

STARTS  AT  4:00  P.M.  'A 

SHOW  WITH  UVA  LUNA  AT  7:00  P.M. 

^  —  DRAFT  BEER  $2 
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3079  SIXTEENTH  STREET  (415)  861-5757 

BETWEEN  MISSION  &  VALENCIA 


MIKE’S  LIQUORS 
2499  MISSION  @21st 
550-0816 

OPEN  EVERY  DAY 
9AM  to  2AM 


WAUYiFOOTPRINTS,  INC. 

SHOES  STUFF  FOR  KIDS 

0 

We  have  all  of  your 
Back-to-School  needs  covered: 

Uniform,  Athletic,  and  Casual  Shoes 

Plus 

Backpacks  <&  Accessories 

3961  24th  Street  415-285-3668 

Open  10-6  Every  Day 


New  Mission  INews 


SEPTEMBER  2001  11 


Da 

Column 


Willie  L.  Brown  Jr. 


Making  Our  City  Better 


There’s  been  a  lot  of  talk  in  the  news 
lately  about  homeless  and  quality 
of  life  issues.  I  have  said  before 
that  while  the  City  is  not  above  criticism, 
San  Franciscans  must  take  an  active  role 
in  helping  us  solve  these  problems.  That 
involves  changing  our  attitudes  about  lit¬ 
ter,  and  becoming  educated  about  the 
complexities  of  the  homelessness  prob¬ 
lem. 

Following  are  a  few  suggestions  for 
tilings  that  all  San  Franciscans  can  do  to 
make  our  City  a  better  and  cleaner  place: 

Call  First  Response  Outreach  Team 
(formally  M.A.R  patrol)  The  First 
Response  Outreach  Team  consists  of  eight 
multidisciplinary  teams  deployed  through¬ 
out  the  City  to  make  contact  with  home¬ 
less  people  and  provide  them  with  refer¬ 
rals  and  services.  The  teams  respond  to 
calls  from  police,  paramedics  and  the  gen¬ 
eral  public  through  the  24-hour  dispatch 
system.  If  you  see  an  individual  on  the 
street  who’s  clearly  in  need  of  assistance, 

I  urge  you  to  call  the  First  Response  Team 
at  431-7400  24-hours  a  day. 

Urge  lawmakers  to  support  state  leg¬ 
islation  that  would  give  local  governments 
tools  to  deal  with  the  mentally  ill  popula¬ 
tion  In  1967,  the  State  Legislature  passed 
the  Lanterman-Petris-Short  Act,  which 
closed  most  of  the  state’s  mental  hospitals 
and  prohibited  doctors  and  judges  from 
committing  seriously  mentally  ill  individ¬ 
uals  unless  they  are  a  danger  to  them¬ 
selves  or  others.  After  nearly  30  years, 
legislators  have  begun  to  address  LPR’s 
legacy  of  problems  with  AB1424,  which 
would  give  doctors  and  judges  access  to  a 
person’s  mental  illness  history  when 
deciding  whether  or  not  a  person  is  a  dan¬ 
ger  to  him/herself,  or  to  others. 

While  this  bill  is  a  step  in  the  right 
direction,  we  still  need  to  do  more  to  pro¬ 
vide  treatment  to  the  many  mentally  ill 
individuals  and  give  them  the  help  they 
need.  Legislators  need  to  hear  from  you 
and  share  your  experiences  in  order  to 
understand  the  enormity  and  seriousness 
of  this  problem  I  urge  you  to  contact  your 
state  Legislators. 

Utilize  28-CLEAN  and  The  Adopt- 
A-Street  Program  Trash  is  a  big  issue 
when  it  comes  to  quality  of  life.  That’s 
why  the  Department  of  Public  Works  has 
established  28-CLEAN,  a  24-hour  phone 
line  for  residents  and  merchants  to  call-in 
the  location  of  areas  that  need  to  be 
cleaned  or  have  refuse  removed. 

DPW  also  sponsors  the  Adopt-A- 
Street  program,  a  unique  partnership 
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between  the  City  and  its  merchants  and 
residents.  The  program  is  simple:  groups 
or  individuals  agree  to  adopt  a  street  or  an 
area  and  take  responsibility  for  keeping  it 
clean.  DPW  has  also  contracted  with  the 
non-profit  San  Francisco  League  of  Urban 
Gardeners  to  employ  former  General 
Assistance  recipients  and  homeless  indi¬ 
viduals  to  sweep  sidewalks.  For  many  the 
program  provides  transitional  work  expe¬ 
rience  that  supports  their  move  to  unsubsi¬ 
dized  employment.  Call  98-ADOPT  for 
more  information  or  to  sign  up  and 
become  a  member  of  the  Adopt-A-Street 
Program. 

Become  educated  and  politically 
active.  Become  educated  about  the  prob¬ 
lem.  A  clear  understanding  of  the  law  in 
the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  and 
particularly  in  California  as  it  pertains  to 
vagrancy,  mental  health  and  trespassing 
allows  residents  to  have  an  informed  opin¬ 
ion  when  attending  community  meetings. 
You  can  receive  up-to-date  statistics  and 
conditions  about  how  much  the  city 
spends  on  homeless  programs  and  what 
types  of  services  we  provide  from  the 
Mayor’s  Office  of  Homelessness  at  252- 
3136. 

One  of  my  roles  as  Mayor  is  to  serve 
as  a  vehicle  for  the  voices  and  wishes  of 
all  San  Franciscans — if  people  don’t 
speak  up,  I  can’t  effectively  articulate  the 
needs  of  the  whole  community.  We  need 
to  hear  your  voices  to  make  informed  and 
effective  policy  decisions.  In  order  for  us 
to  know  what  type  of  services  are  needed 
in  various  neighborhoods  throughout  the. 
City,  it  is  important  that  residents  and  mer¬ 
chants  attend  commission  and  Board  of 
Supervisors  [meetings}.  Become 
involved  with  your  local  neighborhood 
and  merchant  associations,  and  contact  the 
Mayor’s  Office  of  Neighborhood  Services 
(554-7111)  to  learn  more  about  existing 
groups  in  your  neighborhoods.  In  addition 
to  local  politics,  stay  abreast  and  active  in 
state  and  federal  issues. 

Participate  in  the  Homeless  Census 
Count.  The  Mayor’s  Office  on 
Homelessness  has  conducted  two  citywide 
homeless  counts  in  the  year  2000.  More 
than  150  volunteers  were  recruited  for 
each  count,  which  covered  all  eleven  city 
districts.  The  count  helps  the  Mayor’s 
Office  on  Homelessness  in  the  short  and 
long  term  planning  for  homeless  services 

and  policies  in  San  Francisco.  The  next 
scheduled  homeless  count  is  October  25, 
2001.  For  more  information  on  how  you 
can  participate,  you  can  call  the  Mayor’s 
Office  on  Homelessness  at  252-3136. 

Donate  your  time/  supplies  While  San 
Francisco’s  non-profit  network  continues 
to  effectively  serve  the  homeless  popula¬ 
tion,  they  could  always  use  extra  time  arxl 
materials.  Donate  clothes  and  blankets  to 
non-profits  such  as  Goodwill,  or  volunteer 
to  help  serve  meals  at  a  neighborhood 
soup  kitchea  Every  jacket  and  minute  of 
your  time  helps  non-profits  continue  to  do 
exceptional  work  in  the  City  and  County 
of  San  Francisco.  For  a  list  of  good  pro¬ 
grams  and  service  providers  in  your  area, 
you  can  also  contact  the  Mayor’s  Office  of 
Homelessness  at  252-3 136. 


SUBTERRANEAN  SHOE  ROOM 

NEW.  VINTAGE  AND  RECYCLED  SHOES  FOR  MEN  AND  WOMEN 

877  Valencia  Street 
Open  everyday  12-7PM 

TAKE  BOLD  STEPS 

SUBSHOEROOM.COM 


Monday-Thursday:  5:30-10:50  pm  Friday  &  Satuday:  6-12  midnight 


3120  -16th  Street 


431-4069 
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Among  the  few,  the  only  Authentic  Spanish  restaurant! 

Monday-THursday:  11-3  pm,  O  pm 
Friday:  11-3  pm,  5-11  pm  Saturday:  11-11  pm  Sunday:  3-10  pm 


3292  -22nd  Street 
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262-6667 
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Greetings.  It’s  been  a  busy  time. 
Some  of  you  may  know  the  Day 
Labor  Program  has  signed  a  lease 
for  a  building  located  at  3358  Cesar 
Chavez  Street  The  Board  of  Supervisors 
has  allotted  $90,000,  and  the  Mayor’s 
Office  $100,000  for  the  program,  and  has 
specifically  set  aside  $45,000  for  the 
imminent  move  of  the  program  to  a  new 
location.  My  office  is  working  with  the 
Mayor’s  Offices  of  Economic 
Development  and  Community 
Development  to  help  facilitate  this  move. 

Recently,  I  attended  a  meeting  at  the 
Day  Labor  Program  to  find  out  their  top 
three  issues  that  they  need  help  with:  1) 
three  more  bathrooms  along  Cesar 
Chavez;  2)  more  trashcans  along  Cesar 
Chavez;  and  3)  help  attaining  a  loading 
zone  in  front  of  their  building.  I  have  con¬ 
vened  a  Day  Labor  Working  Group  made 
up  of  members  of  the  program,  residents 
and  city  departments  to  assist  w  ith  these 
issues  in  an  effort  to  balance  the  needs  of 
the  Day  Laborers  and  the  needs  of  the 
neighbors. 

Besides  the  Day  Labor  issue  there  is  a 
lot  more  to  report.  As  you  may  know,  San 
Francisco  suffered  a  budget  shortfall  this 
year  due  to  the  business  community ’s  law¬ 
suit.  Nevertheless,  I  w  as  able  to  get  some 
funds  for  a  variety  of  Mission  District  pro¬ 
grams  including  Grupo  de  la  Co  mi  da, 
Jamestown  Community  Center,  Homey, 
San  Francisco  Chinese  Business 
Improvement  Association,  and  the  Central 
American  Resource  Center. 

I  intend  to  continue  working  with 
each  of  the  neighborhood  associations  to 
assist  with  different  municipal  problems 
they  may  encounter.  For  example,  the 
Bernal  Dwellings  Task  Force  needs  a 
zebra  ladder  at  26th  and  Treat  Street.  I 
have  the  Department  of  Parking  &  Traffic 
investigating  the  intersection,  and  [they] 
should  provide  a  recommendation  as  to  the 
best  way  to  proceed.  If  your  neighborhood 
association  has  identified  different  prob¬ 
lems,  please  submit  them  in  writing  with 
as  much  information  as  possible,  and  my 
office  staff  of  two  will  work  on  each  of 
them,  one  by  one. 

St  Mary's  and  23rdand  Treat  Parks 

In  1999,  the  Department  of  Recreation  & 
Parks  finalized  a  city-wide  assessment  of 
parks  to  identify  those  slated  for  improve¬ 


ment  of  facilities,  in  an  effort  to  bring  them 
back  into  working  order.  Here  is  an  update 
of  just  a  few  parks  in  our  district.  The  dog 
run  at  St.  Mary  ’s  Park  should  be  finalized 
in  approximately  one  month  and  shall  be 
opened  to  tire  public.  The  playground  will 
undergo  a  three-year  planning  process, 
with  community  outreach  beginning 
spring  2002,  and  with  a  projected  opening 
date  of  three  years  [from  now].  The  recre¬ 
ation  center  is  on  a  five-year  plan  for  reha¬ 
bilitation. 

I  agree  this  sounds  like  a  long  time  to 
wait,  but  I  understand  Recreation  &  Parks 
is  short  on  staff,  so  I  will  continue  to  work 
with  the  St  Mary’s  Park  Improvement 
Association  to  spearhead  fast-tracking 
what  we  can,  or  at  least  sticking  to  the  pro¬ 
jected  schedule. 

Regarding  the  Park  at  23  rd  &  Treat 
Street  there  seems  to  be  a  two  or  three 
week  delay.  The  plans  have  been  reas¬ 
signed  at  the  Bureau  of  Architecture,  and 

won’t  be  transmitted  to  the  Department  of 
Building  Inspection  until  approximately 
September  5th,  when  the  Department  of 
Public  Works  will  do  a  quality  assurance 
review  of  the  plans. 

When  the  plans  are  complete  and 
there  is  no  need  to  make  any  more  revi¬ 
sions,  there  is  a  three-month  sitting  period 
followed  by  a  one-year  construction  peri¬ 
od.  If  all  goes  well  it  will  be  complete  by 
the  end  of  2002.  Again,  I  will  work  with 
PODER  and  the  students  at  Bryant 
Elementary  School  to  fast-track  what  we 
can,  or  maintain  the  projected  schedule. 

Bernal  Heights  Neighborhood  Center 
and  the  San  Francisco  Organizing  Project 
have  joined  the  Bayview  Project  Area 
Committee  in  hosting  neighborhood  infor¬ 
mational  workshops  regarding  different 
possibilities  for  the  old  Goodman  Lumber 
site  on  Bayshore  Boulevard,  I  give  the 
groups  credit  for  continuing  to  strive  for 
solutions. 

I  convened  a  meeting  at  Horace  Mann 
Middle  School  with  District  Attorney 
Terrance  Hallinan  regarding  the  possibility 
of  setting  up  a  Community  Courts 
Program  in  the  Mission.  The  details  were 
discussed;  however;  the  group  wanted 
more  information  and  will  set  up  future 
meetings  with  DA  Hallinan. 


The  24th  Street  Merchants 
Association  had  a  meeting  I  attended  early 
in  the  month.  One  concern  for  pedestrian 
safety  was  due  to  cars  speeding  off  of 
Potrero  Street  onto  24th  street  without  the 
need  to  stop  for  two  blocks.  Tire  request 
was  made  for  two  additional  stop  signs  on 
the  east-west  direction  of  24th  street, 
which  the  Department  of  Parking  & 
Traffic  is  assessing  and  [they]  will  make 
their  recommendation  soon. 

The  Board  of  Supervisors  approved 
the  creation  of  a  three-person  Juvenile 
Justice  Adv  isory  Committee  to  review  and 
make  recommendations  to  the  Board  on 
possible  legislative  and  budgetary  actions 
relating  to  the  juvenile  justice  system. 
There  are  three  slots  open  and  it  would  be 
great  if  someone  from  the  Mission  were 
chosen  to  sit  on  it. 


Community  meetings  in 
September 

Some  of  you  are  familiar  with  the  fires  that 
have  occurred  on  Bernal  Hill  since  the  4th 
of  July.  I  have  arranged  with  the  new  Fire 
Chief,  Captain  Mario  Trevino,  to  install  a 
new  fire  hydrant  in  that  area  in  order  to 
curb  the  fire  danger  on  the  Hill. 
Furthermore,  I  invite  you  to  attend  a  meet¬ 
ing  I  am  hosting  there  to  discuss  how  to 
curb  fire  danger  in  the  future. 

Due  to  the  fact  that  property  on  the 
Hill  is  a  combination  of  public  and  private 
land,  the  Department  of  Public  Works  can¬ 
not  go  on  private  property  to  trim  the 
grass.  Several  ideas  include  creating  a 
community  volunteer  program  made  up  of 
residents  who  live  in  the  area  to  maintain 
the  grass.  Different  departments  will  join 
us  to  be  a  part  of  the  discussion.  This 
neighborhood  meeting  will  take  place  on 


September  6th  at  6:30  pm  at  the  Bernal 
Heights  Neighborhood  Center,  515 
Cortland  Avenue. 

A  couple  of  other  upcoming  meetings 
in  September  include  the  first  organiza¬ 
tional  meeting  of  the  24th  Street 
Revitalization  Committee.  (Call  my  office 
at  554-5144  for  time  and  location.)  I  envi¬ 
sion  collaboration  between  merchants, 
non-profits  and  residents.  Your  input  is 
vital.  I  expect  those  interested  to  get 
involved  at  the  beginning,  during  the  orga¬ 
nizational  stages.  I  also  want  to  direct 
your  attention  to  the  Conference  for 
Hispanic  Childcare  Providers  of  the  Bay 
Area,  which  will  take  place  on  October  13 
at  the  Holiday  Inn  on  Van  Ness  Avenue: 
call  Milagros  Acosta  at  824-9588  for  more 
information 

Lastly,  Community  College  has 
placed  a  Bond  [issue]  on  the  November 
ballot  with  funding  to  go  directly  to  the 
Mission  Street  Campus.  The  discussion 
around  preserving  the  New  Mission 
Theatre  continues  with  the  hope  for  a  com¬ 
promise.  The  need  for  a  Community 
College  in  the  Mission  is  great  and  long 
overdue.  It  is  my  hope  that  the  Young- 
Cerv antes  team  can  come  up  with  a  true 
integrated  plan 
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would  you  buy  fish 
from  Just  anybody? 


Probably  not...especially  after  you  visit 
Mission  Market  Fish  &  Poultry. 


Family  owned  and  operated  in  the  Mission  District  for  22  years, 
Bob  still  buys  fresh  local  fish  early  each  morning.  We  cook  fresh 
crab  right  on  the  premises,  and  are  happy  to  clean,  crack, 
butterfly,  slice,  or  fillet  your  selections  just  the  way  you  like  them. 
And  don't  forget  to  check  out 
our  wide  selection  of 

California-grown  poultry.  AglCCiONl 

2590  Mission  Street  •  — 

San  Francisco  (415)282-3331 
Inside  the  Mission  Market  Food  Mall  FISH  &  POULTRY 
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Serving  ^"h e  Best  MARGARITAS 
p  Authentic  MEXICAN  CUISINE 

in  the  Bay  aRea 
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WEEKEND 
BRUNCH 
11AM-2PM 
SATURDAY 
AND  SUNDAY 


Since  1973 


Grades  K-8 
Small  Classes 
Challenging  Academics 
Multi-Cultural 
Innovative  Programs 
Extended  Care 


415-567-6177 


www.synergy.pvt.k1 2.ca.us 
1387  Valencia  St.  at  25th 
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Jose  Rizal 


Like  the  teachers  before  you, 
you  imagine  a  finer  world  and  want 
to  be  a  part  of  creating  it.  There  is 
no  better  way  to  do  so  than  by 
becoming  a  California  teacher. 

With  a  shortage  of  qualified 
teachers,  talented  candidates  are 
needed  to  work  with  our  most 
valuable  resource  —  our  children. 
Incentives  are  available  to  help. 


Become 
a  teacher. 


such  as  bonuses,  home  loan 
assistance,  student  loan 
forgiveness  and  tax  credits. 
Call  1-888-CALTEACH  or 


visit  w  ww.calteach.com/ad  for 
complete  information  on  how  you 
can  become  a  leader  in  California's 
teaching  profession  — 

.  >Cal  y 

and  start  building  r  Tcacn 
the  world  you  imagine. 
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Chile  Undo* 

n  is  back! 

OPEN  FOR  BUSINESS 
EMPANADAS 
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EMPKNXD*  DC  PINO  THE  l\l/THENTIC  CHILE*!*  EMPNNKOX-  BMKED  BEEF 

TURNOVER  WITH  S MUTEED  ONION S,  RMISINS,  BlMCK 
OLIVE.  SLICED  HERD- BOILED  EGG.  SEMSONED  WITH 
PMPRIKM.  CUT* M  KHD  BLMCK  PEPPER.  $?" 

BMKED  CHICKEN  CVRRy  TURNOVER  WITH  SMUTEED 
ONIONS  MHO  RMISINS.  SEMSONED  WITH  FRESH 
LEMON  JUICE,  BLMCK  PEPPER  MHO  CURRy.  jj” 

BMKED  TUNE  FISH  TURNOVER  WITH  SMUTEED 
ONIONS  MHD  PIMIENTO- STUFFED  SPMNISH  OLIVES, 
SEMSONED  WITH  FRESH  LEMON  JUICE,  BLMCK 
PEPPER  MHD  PMPRIKM.  1?" 

BMKED  VEGETMRIKH  TURNOVER  WITH  PMRMESMH 
CHEESE,  SMUTEED  ONiO/tS,  PETITE  PEMS,  PETITE 
WHITE  CORN,  JULIENNE  CMRROTS.  GREEN  BEMNS. 

MHO  RMISINS.  SEMSONED  WITH  FRESH  LEMON  JUICE, 
BLMCK  PEPPER  MND  M  TOUCH  OF  HONEy. 

CAPUCCINO  •  ESPRESSO  •  LATTE 

OPEN  MONOXy  THROUGH  SXTURDXy  9*M  TO  4PM 

By  THE  DOZEN  %3°°  EX. 

TO  PLXCE  XN  ORDER  CXLL  (415)  621-6108 

*944  i6thstreet  Qicxpp  st.  (in  the  Redstone  bvilding) 


EMPKNXD*  DE  POLLO 


EMPXNKPX  DE  H TUN 


EMPKNXD*  VEGETKRIHN* 


Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program 


Bank  of  Canton  of  California  is  now  offering  a  special  program  that  may  meet  your 
special  financial  needs.  Our  Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program  can  help  you 
get  a  loan  faster  than  you  think!  Our  program  is  designed  to  offer  loans  which  are 
more  affordable,  especially  for  families  with  limited  annual  household  income  and 
for  small  businesses  with  limited  capital. 

FEATURES/BEN  EFITS 


Purpose  of  Loan 


Qualifications 


Loan  Amount 
Repayment 

Interest  Rate 


Education, Job  Training,  Personal  (family  emergency 
needs) ,  Small  Business  and  Purchase  of  Commercial 
Vehicle  (e.g.  Truck)  with  commercial  registration 

Clean  Credit  History,  .Annual  Household  Income  of 
$17,000  or  less  for  Education,  Job  Training,  Personal;  or 
Initial  Capital  of  $30,000,  or  less  for  Small  Business  and 
Purchase  of  Commercial  Vehicle 

Up  to  $1 5,000  per  household  or  per  business  entity 
Up  to  84  months 

5.75%  Annual  Percentage  Rate  Fixed* 

*  For  example,  on  a  loan  of  $5000,  with  an  84-month  term, 
monthly  payment  is  $72.45 


Please  contact  Bank  of  Canton  California  Loan  Representatives  to 
find  out  more  about  this  special  loan  program. 


San  Franrisco/Bay  Area;  415/391-8912  •  415/421-5215 

415/989-4088  •  415/681-5333 


MINK  OF  CANTON 
OF  CALIFORNIA 


A  Tradition  of  Honest  Banking 

Established  in  19 37  Member  FDIC 

We  reserve  the  right  to  change  our  lending  program,  practices,  current 
rate,  and  requirements  at  any  time  without  notice. 
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Doubled  Up  -  For  a  mere  $5,  enjoy  an 
afternoon  of  djayed  funk,  punk  &  soul 
from  3-8  with  complimentary  BBQ  from  3 
to  5,  followed  in  the  evening  by  music 
from  PBR  Street  Gang  and  TD  Rowes 
($7)  at  10  pm.  El  Rio  3 158  Mission  Street. 
282-3325 


i  mm 

Classy  trio  -  Soprano  Deirdre  Lobo, 
tenor  Abraham  Aviles-Scott  and  pianist 
Dcitrich  Erbelding  lay  down  some  \ferdi, 
Mozart,  Haydn  and  more.  Community 
Music  Center  544  Capp  Street,  4  pm,  free. 
647-6015  • 

Claws-trophobic?  -  To  avoid  cat  scratch 
fever  and  other  feline  cut  ups,  catch  the 
affordable  cat  claw-clipping  clinic  the  first 
Sunday  of  every  month.  SF/SPCA  (cat 
entrance)  2500  16th  Street,  10am,  front 
paws  $10,  all  paws  $15.  522-3525 


;  MONMY 

Laboring  women  -  TWANG!:  Ladies 
who  rock  ‘n  roll,  including  Michelle 
Muldrow,  Mosquito,  Cash  Hollow  ,  The 
Velvet  Janes,  Bitsy  Lee,  Bust  or 
Lombust,  Flatcracker,  Shelley  Doty  X- 
TeL  El  Rio  3158  Mission  Street,  3-9pm 
(complimentary  omnivore  bbq  3-6),  $8- 
10.  282-3325 

4  mm 

All  dogs  go  to  heaven.  Cats,  who 
knows?  -  Dr.  Betty  Carmack  hosts  a 
monthly  pet  loss  support  group  for  griev¬ 
ing  pet  owners.  SF/SPCA  2500  16th 
Street,  7:30  pm,  free.  522-3545. 


>  mmm 

Class  warfare  -  At  10  pm  KQED 
Channel  9  airs  Home  Front,  a  documen¬ 
tary  about  the  recent  dot-com  unpleasant¬ 
ness  and  the  resistance  to  it  in  the  Mission 
(especially  Shotwell  Street)  and  the  city  of 
Richmond.  This  program  will  be  re-shown 
on  September  9  at  6  pm. 

Homework  helpers  wanted  -  The  After 
School  Learning  Academy  needs  volun¬ 
teers  to  help  students  with  their  homework 
and  study  skills  from  Monday  -Thursday, 
4  to  6  pm.  Training  starts  today,  but  vol¬ 
unteers  are  needed  throughout  the  year. 
Call  626-5222  or  e-mail  aslavolun- 
teers@hotmail.com 
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Arabian  night  movies  -  The  opening 
night  festivities  for  the  Arab  Film 
Festival  includes  free  Mediterranean 
BBQ,  9:30-11  pm  and  a  performance  by 
Atnira  at  11.  El  Rio  3185  Mission  Street. 
282-3325 
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Bibliomania  by  the  Bay  -  The  Friends 
and  Foundation  of  the  San  Francisco 
Public  Library  ’s  37th  Annual  Book  Sale 
will  offer  over  125,000  volumes  and  ben¬ 
efit  all  26  branch  libraries.  Rare  finds  and 
hollowed  out  books  with  money  and  jew¬ 
els  have  highlighted  past  events.  Herbst 
Hall,  Fort  Mason,  10  am  -  6  pm,  free. 

Dead  man  exhibiting  -  Open  reception 
for  capital  (culture/media)  punish- 
ment  witness,  a  multimedia  extravagan¬ 
za  ‘n’  capital  punishment  by  artist  Victor 
Cartagena,  ampersanintemationalarts, 
1001  Tennessee,  5-8  pm,  free.  285-6856 
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Bibliomania  by  the  Bay  -  See  9/7 

Citizenship  Fair  -  New  US  citizens 
should  take  advantage  of  this  information¬ 
al  event  to  review  their  rights  and  respon¬ 
sibilities  as  citizens.  Includes  legal  consul¬ 
tation  and  assistance  in  filling  out  forms. 
CARCEN,  1245  Alabama,  10  am  — t  pm, 
free.  824-2330  ext  784 


9  mm 

Bibliomania  by  the  Bay  -  See  9/7.  Final 
day,  all  books  $1. 

Resource  Fair  -  Ever  wonder  what  all 
those  Mission  District  non-profit  agencies 
do?  Show  up  at  this  event  and  find  out. 
Chow  down  on  free  food  and  catch  a  per¬ 
formance  by  Danza  Xitlalli  Sponsored 
by  the  mission  Planning  Council.  Horace 
Mann  Middle  School  playground  on 
Bartlett  between  23rd  and  24th  Street,  1 1 
am  -3  pm 

Critter  Carnival  -  The  6th  annual 
Animal  Wingding  is  billed  as  “The, 
World’s  Largest  Animal  Street”  (That  stu¬ 
pid  running  of  the  bulls  thing  in  Spain 
doesn’t  count)  This  year’s  AW  features  a 
pet  costume,  cat  photo  and  pet  talent  con¬ 
test,  extreme  canine  frisbee  and  a  pet 
products  marketplace.  Eats  and  entertain¬ 
ment  for  bipeds.  SF  SPCA  2500  16th 
Street  10  am-4  pm,  free.  552-  3545 


10  MONDAY 

Pan-Latinism  -  Reception  for  “El  Mes 
Latino  Americano”  a  month-long  mixed 
media  show  by  artists  from  Peru, 
Argentina,  Brazil  and  other  Latin 
American  countries  as  well  as  Latinos  liv¬ 
ing  in  the  Bay  Area.  Mission  Cultural 
Center,  2868  Mission  Street,  7  pm,  $3. 
821-1155. 
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Hanging  in  there  -  Reception  for 
Cinegrams  of  Nature  by  Simo  Neri.  In 
this  exhibition,  which  runs  September  5- 
23,  huge  photomontages  of  natural  phe¬ 
nomena  unfold  from  the  ceiling  and  can 
be  scanned  both  vertically  and  horizontal¬ 
ly.  Belcher  Studios  Gallery,  69  Belcher,  6- 
9  pm,  free.  255-8900 
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Good  Women  -  The  1st  Annual  Women’s 
Voices  fundraiser  for  the  Women’s 
Building,  hosted  by  Marga  Gomez,  will 
include  absolutely  fabulous  food  from 
some  of  the  Bay  Area’s  best  eateries,  the 
Lesbian  Choral  Ensemble,  a  silent  auc¬ 
tion,  and  tunes  spun  by  DJ  Jackeline 
Rago.  Women’s  Building,  3543  18th 
Street,  6-10  pm,  $75.  510-532-7700. 

Bad  Girls  -  Cartoonist  Trina  Robbins 
reads  from  her  book  Eternally  Bad,  a 
look  at  the  baddest  of  the  bad  goddesses 
from  around  the  planet  and  on  local  street 
comers.  Modem  Times  Books,  888 
Valencia,  8:30  pm,  free.  282-9246 

i;  HIVKMY 

Seasoned  workers  -  Radical  Women  cel¬ 
ebrates  Mexican  Independence  Day  with 
a  video  screening  of  The  Salt  of  the 
Earth,  a  film  about  a  successful  strike  by 
Zinc  miners  in  New  Mexico  made  by 
blacklisted  filmmakers  during  the 
McCarthy  Era.  New  Valencia  Hall,  1908 
Mission  Street,  delicious  buffet  at  6:15 
($6.50),  video  at  7  pm  ($2).  864-1248. 

H  rim 

Feel  free  to  join  in  -  Photographer  Cara 
Judea  Alhadcff  and  poet  Nicole  Summer 
present  Tongue  and  Trigger,  a  multime¬ 
dia  and  audience-participation  event 
which  mixes  audience  comments,  delayed 
sound  effects,  improvised  text  and  20  by 
25  foot  slide  projections.  Jon  Simms 
Center,  1519  Mission  Street,  8  pm,  $5-10. 
554-0402 
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Peace  in  Space  -  The  Gray  Panthers 
will  host  a  public  meeting  in  preparation 
for  an  October  action  against  the  milita¬ 
rization  of  space.  Karl  Grossman’s  video 
“Star  Wars  Revisited”  will  be  showa 
Quaker  Meeting  House,  65  Ninth  Street, 
12:30,  free.  552-8800. 
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BBQ  Salsa  -  Eric  Rangel  &  Orquestra 
America  perform  from  4  to  8  pm;  com¬ 


plimentary  bbq  3-5,  Salsa  dance  class 
3:15.  El  Rio,  3158  Mission  Street,  282- 
3325  (Happens  every  Sunday  with  differ¬ 
ent  bands.) 
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Hears  yOur  chance  for  a  neu  carear  - 
Media  Alliance’s  six  Monday  course  in 
intensive  copy  editing  starts  to  day.  $135 
Media  Alliance  members  &  nonprofit 
members,  $160  non-members.  Call  546- 
649 1  to  register  or  register  online  at  www. 
media-alliance./online.html 
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Virgin  voices  -  Francisco  Aragon’s 
Motombo  Press  celebrates  the  publication 
of  Mark  My  Words:  Five  Emerging  Poets 
with  a  reading  by  five  first-time-in-print 
poets.  Intersection  for  the  Arts,  446 
Valencia,  8  pm,  $5  suggested  donation. 
626-2787 

Meat  me  in  Minnesota  -  Cheri  Register 
reads  from  Packinghouse  Daughter,  her 
account  of  being  the  daughter  of  a  Wilson 
and  Company  meatpacking  worker  during 

a  nasty  1959  strike  in  her  hometown  of 
Lea,  Minnesota.  Modem  Times  Books, 
888  Valencia  Street,  8:30  pm,  free.  282- 
9246. 
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Book  tip  -  Dr.  Annie  Sprinkle,  former 
activist,  ex-hooker  and  former  pom  star, 
reads  from  Hardcore  From  the  Heart,  a 
collection  of  the  erotic  polymath’s  perfor¬ 
mance  texts,  essays  and  interviews.  Ms 
Sprinkle  (be  sure  and  ask  her  about  the 
name)  will,  with  the  help  of  two'  inkpads, 
do  tit-print  signings  of  her  books.  Modem 
Times  Books,  888  Valencia,  8:30  pm,  free'. 
282-9246. 
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But  is  there  a  karaoke  recovery  group? 
-  The  Iris  Center  celebrates  National 
Alcohol  and  Drug  Addiction  Recovery 
Month  with  an  evening  of  clean  and  sober 
karaoke  and  free  food.  Iris  Center,  333 
Valencia  Street,  4th  floor,  5-7  pm,  free. 
864-2364. 
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Toys  R  Lust  -  In  Charna  Cassell’s 
monologue  Intersexions,  a  sex  toyshop 
worker  gains  insights  about  her  own  life 
from  her  day-  to-day  experiences  with  the 
clientele.  Jon  Sims  Center,  1519  Mission 
Street,  8  pm,  $5-10.  554-0402. 
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Media  mega-event  -  Media  Alliance 
celebrates  its  25-year  anniversary  with  a 
food  &  drink  music  by  the  Broun  Fellinis 
and  fire  twirlers  plus  an  original  perfor¬ 
mance  by  Teatro  Campesino,  all  leading 
up  to  a  community  media  awards  ceremo- 
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The  Newest  Mission  District  Landmark! 

"Traditional  and  Innovative 
Mexican  Food" 

Mexican  Beer  qpd  Wine 


508  Valencia  St.  @  1 6th 
San  Francisco  621-4358 
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ny  with  a  keynote  speech  by  New  York 
Daily  News  columnist  Juan  Gonzalez. 
Somarts  Cultural  Center,  934  Brannan 
Street,  5  pm,  $25.  546-6334  ext.  370. 
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Windows  2001  -  The  perfect  a  Capella 
group.  Chanticleer,  performs  in  the  per¬ 
fect  acoustic  setting,  St.  Matthew’s 
Lutheran  Church,  in  a  benefit  to  restore 
St.  Mat’s  100  year-old  stained  glass  win¬ 
dows.  St.  Matthew’s  Lutheran  Church, 
3281  16th  Street,  7  pm,  $20  advance 
(before  9/4),  $25  at  the  door.  863-6371. 


M  MONMT/ 


Martian  life  forms  -  Stand  up  comics 
and  performance  artists  give  it  their  best 
shot  at  the  Marsh  1062  Valencia  Street, 
8pm,  $7.  826-5750 
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Word  wonders  -  Established  poet 
Myung  Mi  Kim  is  joined  by  emerging 
poets  Yedda  Morrison  and  Chris  Chen 
for  a  night  of  multi-generational  word- 
smithing.  Intersection  for  the  Arts,  446 
Valencia,  8  pm,  $5.  626-2787. 
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Footnotes  from  the  underground  - 
Distinguished  Professor  of  Education  at 
(University  of  Illinois)  Bill  Ayers  recalls 
Iris  less  academic  days  of  planting  bombs 
and  running  from  the  law  during  the  60 ’s 
and  70 ’s,  as  related  in  his  new  book 
Fugitive  Days.  Modem  Times  Books,  888 
Valencia,  8:30,  free.  282-9426. 
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Feet  don’t  fail  me  now  -  Three  nights  of 
new  and  original  dance  works  by  local 
artists,  Disclosure ,  presented  by  ODC, 
explore  themes  from  the  heart,  mind,  and 
soul,  to  ones  of  exile,  exposure,  and  shel¬ 
ter.  September  27-29,  ODC  Theater,  3153 
17th  St.,  8pm,  $15.  863-9834. 
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Two  guys  and  no  girl  -  This  dance  per¬ 
formance  piece  examines  the  relationship 
between  two  men  with  solos  and  duets 
focusing  on  issues  ranging  from  intimacy 
to  isolation.  Jon  Sims  Center,  1519 
Mission  Street,  8  pm,  $5-10.  554-0402. 
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The  two-footed  help  the  four  footed  - 
Get  in  touch  your  animal  spirit  at  this  vol¬ 
unteer  training  session  for  cat  sociahzers, 
dog  walkers  and  everybody  else  who 
wants  to  lend  a  hand  at  the  SF/SPCA.  243 
Alabama  Street,  10  am-2  pm,  free.  554- 
3087. 
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Death  becomes  her  -Tte  Bella  Cosi 
Quartet  performs  “Death  and  the 
Maiden"  and  other  toe  tappin’  tunes. 
Community  Music  Center,  544  Capp 
Street,  4  pm,  $5- 1 0.  647-60 1 5. 
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At  long  last,  the  world  premiere  of 
Beatbox:  A  Raparetta,  a  new  production 
written  and  performed  by  beatbox  masters 
Felonius:  onclovchiphop,  the  local  rap 
group  that  helps  bring  hip  hop  back  to  its 
roots  tluough  instrumentation,  freestyling. 


and  beatbox  jams.  Written  in  rhyme  and 
beatbox,  the  play  is  about  a  group  of  peo¬ 
ple  facing  the  question,  “Can  I  rise  above 
my  limitations?”  Through  Sept  8th, 
Theater  Artaud,  450  Florida  SL,  3  pm  and 
8  pm,  $25.  621-7797. 

Footloose  @  Venue  9  presents  Groucho: 
A  Day  in  the  D’Elia  Soup ,  a  play  about  a 
Latina  lesbian  who  wakes  up  one  morning 
to  discover  that  she’s  become  Groucho 
Marx  Through  September  9,  Venue  9, 
252  9th  St.,  8  pm,  $12-$  15.  626-2169. 

Thick  Description  presents  The  Seven ,  a 
hip  hop  adaptation  of  Aeschylus’  play 
about  the  sons  of  Oedipus  and  their  strug¬ 
gle  for  power.  Through  September  16th, 
Thick  Description,  1695  18th  St.,  8  pm, 
$10-$20.  401-8081. 

Theater  Rhinoceros,  in  association  with  El 
Teatro  de  la  Esperanza,  presents  Sirena, 
Queen  of  the  Tango ,  a  romantic  camp 
fantasy  with  elaborately  choreographed 
tango  sequences,  played  out  in  •three  sto¬ 
ries  woven  together.  Theater  Rhinoceros, 
2926  16th  St.,  8  pm,  (Sundays  at  7pm), 
$15-$22.  861-5079. 

Tearany  Theater  presents  its  debut  produc¬ 
tion.  Love  Letters,  in  Bernal  Heights’  old¬ 
est  home.  The  play  is  a  dialogue  between 
a  dutiful  lawyer  and  an  unstable  artist, 
which  unfolds  as  the  actors  read  aloud 
their  letters  to  each  other.  September  14- 
30th,  Tearany  Theater,  34  Prospect,  8  pm 
(2  pm  on  Sunday),  $15.  307-1958. 

Long-time  friends,  colleagues,  and  former 
classmates  bring  together  their  radically 
different  dance  styles  in  ODC’s  presenta¬ 
tion  of  Counter  Balance,  a  dance  perfor¬ 
mance  inspired  by  the  movements  of 
Sicilian  bazaars.  September  20-22,  ODC 
Theater,  3153  Mission  St.,  8  pm,  $16. 
863-9834. 

Savor  traditional  Greek  delicacies  at  the 
City’s  only  Greek  Food  Festival,  “A  Taste 
of  Greece.”  Parishioners  work  for  months 
in  advance  organizing,  cooking,  and  bak¬ 
ing  for  the  Annunciation  Cathedral’s 
largest  fundraiser  of  the  year.  September 
21-23,  Annunciation  Cathedral,  245 
Valencia  SL,  1  lam-10  pm  (12  pm-10  pm 
on  the  23rd),  free.  864-8000. 

Three  nights  of  new  and  original  dance 
works  by  local  artists,  Disclosure,  pre¬ 
sented  by  ODC,  explore  themes  from  the 
heart,  mind,  and  soul,  to  ones  of  exile, 
exposure,  and  shelter.  September  27-29, 
ODC  Theater,  3153  17th  St.,  8  pm,  $15* 
863-9834. 

Celebrate  the  memory  and  accomplish¬ 
ments  of  Jose  Guadalupe  Sauccdo,  co- 


founder  and  director  of  Teatro  dc  la 
Esperanza,  who  died  of  AIDS  in  1995,  in 
a  festival  put  on  by  Mission  Cultural 
Center  for  Latino  Arts  and  La  Pena 
Cultural  Center.  With  performances  of 
two  classic  Chicano  plays,  sketches,  and 
poet-performances.  September  6-9th  and 
14- 15th,  Mission  Cultural  Center,  2868 
Mission  St.  Call  821-1155  for  festival 
schedule  and  tickets. 
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The  cheapest  buzz  in  town  -  El  Rio,  your 
Dive,  offers  Dollar  Day  with  all  well 
drinks  and  Bud  Light  $1,  with  Vroom  DJ’s 
spinning  punk,  funk,  &  soul.  El  Rio,  3158 
Mission  St.,  8-12pm,  no  cover.  282-3325. 

Stand  up  comics,  performance  artists,  and 
others  strangely  drawn  to  the  stage  do  that 
thing  they  do.  The  Marsh  1062  \hlencia 
StrceL  8pm,  $7.  826-5750 
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Preschool  Storytime,  for  ages  3-5. 
Mission  Branch  Library,  300  Bartlett  St, 
10:30am,  free.  695-5090. 

9th  Annual  Mad  Cat  Women’s  Film 
Festival  will  be  screening  films  in  an  out¬ 
door  setting  with  complimentary  omni¬ 
vore  BBQ  included  in  the  $7  price  of 
admissioa  El  Rio,  3158  Mission  Street 
eats  6:30-  8  pm,  film  6:30-8  pm,  film  8:30 
pm.  282-3325. 
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Practice  your  Spanish  with  others  at  an 
all -levels  conversation  group.  Bernal 

Heights  Branch  Library,  500  Cortla/xl 

Ave.,  7  pm,  free.  695-5160.  Also  on 
Wednesdays:  Chess  Club  at  4  pm  and 
Scrabble  Nights  at  7  pm. 
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Arabian  nights  -  Free  belly  dancing 
classes  at  9  pm,  performance  at  11  pm. 
Complimentary  Mediterranean  BBQ. 
Henna  tattoos  $5.  Opening  night  of  the 
Arab  Film  Festival  9/6.  Performances  by 
Amira  9/6,  13  &27.  Performance  by 
Dcbka  with  Ilyas  9/20.  El  Rio,  3158 
Mission  Street,  282-3325. 
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Mock  Ca f<£-  Pre-show  with  Mike 
Spiegelman  9pm,  10pm  Sketch  Night 
The  Marsh  1062  Valencia  Street  $7.  826- 
5750 
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MURAL  WALK  -  See  60  murals  in  a 
leisurely  10-block  tour.  Meet  at  Caf6 
\fcnice,  3325  24th  Street  at  1 1  am.  Adults 
$8,  Seniors  $5,  under  18  $2. 


Live  classical  music  concerts. 

Community  Music  Center  544  Capp 
Street  4pm.  647-6015 

SAT  Fundamentals  four-day  workshop  — 
Get  into  the  college  of  your  choice  w  ith  a 
little  help  on  the  SAT.  Attendance  manda¬ 
tory  at  all  four  sessions,  begins  9/9. 
Mission  Branch  Library,  300  Bartlett 
Street  9:30  am,  free. 


Pnecita  Eyes  Mural  Tour  -  Meet  at  the 
Precita  Eyes  Mural  Arts  and  Visitors 
Center  at  11am  for  an  8  block  walk  that 

includes  50  murals  $2-8  285-2287 


Super  Sidewalk  Sale!  Mission/Multi-unit  Apt. 
Friday,  Sept.  7  ~  ll:00am-6 :00pm  -  3048  16th  St. 

Furniture  Appliances  Computers  Toys  Clothes  and  More! 
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Gallery  of  Fine  Arts 

904  Valencia  Street  @  20th 

Tues.-Sun.  11 -7pm,  Fri.-Sat.  12-8pm 
Telephone:  (41 5)  642-3939 
email:  ©ncantadagallery@yahoo.com 


by  Maya  Gonzalez 

Opening  Reception  •  Sat  •  Sept.  8  •  3  to  6pm 
Artist  Talk  •  Sat  •  Sept.  22  •  2  to  4pm 
From  Goddesses  to  Children's  Books 

Mole  Class  II  with  Laurie  McKenzie 

Sat  •  Sept.  15  •  10am  to  1pm 

Felicidades  to  Sept.  16th  Balmy  Alley 
Commemorative  Celebration!  (2  to  4pm) 


Come  select  great ,  one  of  a  kind  items  to  enhance 
your  home  altars  in  celebration  of  Dia  de  los  Muertos 
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Happy  September,  every  body  .  Are 
you  in  the  back-to-school  mood? 
I  am,  and  I  just  love  it.  This  time 
of  year  is  the  real  New  Year  for  me.  The 
first  of  January  is  so  arbitrary,  just  a  day  a 
week  after  Christmas.  But  Labor  Day,  or 
thereabouts,  is  a  time  when  things  actual¬ 
ly  happen.  The  harv  est  is  nearly  over,  the 
weather  is  changing,  providing  the  autum¬ 
nal  show  of  leaves  turning  (in  places 
where  there  is  weather — not  much  weath¬ 
er  in  The  Mission)  and  you  change  to  a 
different  wardrobe.  If  you’re  a  kid,  this 
means  new  clothes.  If  you  need  a  ratio¬ 
nalization  to  buy  new  clothes,  you’ve  got 
it 

The  barbeques  wind  down,  the  fur¬ 
nace  charges  up,  and  back  to  school  is  the 
huge  reality  hit  Getting  that  new  note¬ 
book  (paper-filled,  not  electronic)  in 
which  new  tabs  are  placed,  new  resolu¬ 
tions  are  made  (“this  year  I’ll  always  do 
my  homework  on  time  and  keep  good 
notes”).  All  those  white  pages  are  so  full 
of  possibilities.  If  you’re  Jewish  you’re 
preparing  for  the  New  Year,  which  is 


occasioned  by  ancient  formulae  based  on 
celestial  events.  And  Jewish  holidays 
start  at  another  event — sundown.  Makes 
sense  to  me,  So,  if  you’re  going  back  to 
school,  have  a  great  year.  If  you’re  not, 
feel  free  to  tap  into  those  special  feelings 
that  come  with  the  change  of  seasons. 

More  flags  flying 

In  July  I  w  as  carping  about  the  absence  of 
American  flags  displayed  on  holidays. 
Here  are  two  locations  which  did,  indeed 
have  Old  Glory  on  display:  the  Valencia 
Funeral  Home  near  25th,  and  Home 
Remedies,  where  the  window  was  set  up 
as  an  all-American  picnic,  complete  with 
flag-emblazoned  tumblers  and  a  big  jar  to 
match.  The  jar  is  probably  designed  for 
“sun  tea” 

Also,  the  place  I  referred  to  as  “Good 
Food”  in  the  3200  block  of  Mission  Street 
is  actually  called  “Al’s  Cafe.”  My  confu¬ 
sion  came  from  the  sign  out  front — the 
good  food  part  is  much  easier  to  read  than 
tire  Al’s  Cafe  part.  Presumably  everybody 
who  goes  there  knows  the  name,  and  if 


you  go  there  more  than  once,  they’ll  prob¬ 
ably  know  yours.  Apologies  to  all  three 
cstablisluncnts. 

Cinema  Lit 

My  friend  Terry  is  doing  a  really  neat 
tiring  beginning  in  September.  On  Friday 
evenings  at  six  pm,  he  hosts  “Cinema  Lit,” 
which  is  a  movie  and  lecture  on  a  book 
related  to  the  movie.  It’s  held  in  the 
Mechanic’s  Institute,  57  Post  Street  The 
building  holds  a  large  library  and  other 
interesting  stuff  and  can  be  toured  daily  at 
nooa  The  Cinema  Lit  kickoff  is  Friday 
September  seventh  with  the  first  of  four 
films  by  Orson  Welles:  “Citizen  Kane”, 
of  course.  Following  is  a  talk  and  discus¬ 
sion  with  David  Thomson,  a  biographer  of 
Welles. 

After  September’s  “Wellesmania,” 
Terry  has  scheduled  “Movies  and  Politics” 
for  October  and  “Caprafest”  for 
November,  and  so  forth.  I  went  to  one  and 
it’s  really  affordable  and  nicely  done. 
There  are  some  free  noshes,  some  paid 
ones  as  well,  and  the  price  of  admission  is 
almost  nothing.  For  more  info  call 
415.388.4956.  Tell  ‘em  Tire  Dish  sent 
you. 

New  Americana 

Haven’t  noticed  a  lot  of  openings  last 
month,  but  there  is  one  change  of  owner¬ 
ship. 

Cafe  Americana,  at  21st  and 
Valencia,  has  changed  hands.  Ramzi 
(hope  I  spelled  it  right)  just  wasn’t  there 
last  time  I  went  in.  A  real  sense  of  loss: 
he  was  part  of  my  life  here,  especially 
those  mornings  when  I  wanted  my  coffee 
served  up  with  a  friendly  smile  and  a  little 
banter.  He  didn’t  even  say  goodbye;  how¬ 
ever,  I  hadn’t  been  there  for  a  week  or  so 
before  I  met  Jeremiah,  the  new  owner. 
He’s  very  nice  and  says  that  much  of  the 
cafe  will  remain  the  same,  ‘tho  he  plans  to 
redecorate  and  change  the  menu.  Sounds 
like  for  the  better — real  sandwiches 
instead  of  the  pre-packaged  Middle 
Eastern  items.  A  warm  welcome  to 
Jeremiah,  no  bull...  um,  frog. 

Street  ying,  street  yang 

The  other  day,  I  was  waiting  for  the  22 
Fillmore  at  16th  and  Mission  to  go  to 
Potrero.  Three  or  four  scruffy  guys  were 
huddled  nearby,  and  one  jimmied  the  lock 
on  the  trash  container.  He  opened  it  and 
dumped  the  trash  out  of  the  plastic  recep¬ 
tacle,  moved  it  to  the  front  of  the  pay  toi¬ 
let,  stood  on  it  and  jimmied  the  lock  on  the 
toilet  while  Iris  buddies  looked  on. 

My  first  thought  was  “Gee,  I’d  have  given 
him  a  quarter  for  the  toilet,”  but  when  all 
four  of  them  disappeared  into  the  facility, 
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Ti  Couz  is  open  till  midnight 
Thursday,  Friday  &  Saturday 
serving  our  full  bar,  crepe, 
and  seafood  menus 


A 


Ti  Couz  is  also  available  for  private  functions 
Delectable  fun  guaranteed.  Give  us  a  call.  415.25CREPE 
3108  16th  Street  San  Francisco  CA  94103 


It's  after  1 1:00pm, 
you're  starving 
wouldn't  you  like 
a  dozen  Oysters  and 
>  a  French  Kiss? 


I  got  over  my  Good  Samaritan  stuff  real 
quick.  They  stayed  and  stayed;  the  trash 
blew  all  over,  the  trashean  rolled  around 
and  I  got  steamed.  Had  a  cell  phone,  but 
didn’t  know  the  non-emergency  police 
number.  Then  a  bunch  of  cops  came 
swirling  by  from  three  directions  with 
sirens  and  lights  and  great  haste.  “Just  as 
well,”  I  thought;  they’ve  got  better  things 
to  do.  As  I  boarded  the  bus,  the  three  guys 
were  still  in  the  toilet  (now  both  literally 
and  figuratively)  and  another  police  car 
was  stopped  across  the  street.  Maybe  the 
bank  guard  I  spoke  with  had  actually 
decided  to  call. 

So,  after  doing  too  many  errands  at 
once — buying  some  groceries  and  a  chair, 
I  needed  a  cab  to  get  home.  After  asking 
“Customer  Service”  at  the  Safeway  to  call 
one  for  me,  I  specified  the  color  of  the  cab 
company  I  wished  to  use.  I  waited  outside 
for  a  very,  very  long  time.  The  cell  phone 
was  employed  to  call  that  taxi  company 
many  times.  Six  or  seven  calls  during  the 
hour  I  waited. 

A  reformed  smoker,  I  bummed  a  cig¬ 
arette  from  a  guard,  helped  a  guy  waiting 
for  his  girlfriend  with  the  crossword  puz¬ 
zle  he  was  working  on  and  generally  tried 
not  to  feel  helplessly  angry  and  frustrated. 
Then  I  noticed  Momo,  a  wonderful  choco¬ 
late  Labrador  mix  about  six  months  old. 
He  was  just  wonderful  looking,  with  light 
green  eyes  encircled  in  black,  and  had 
more  energy  than  a  hot  baked  potato.  So, 
I  got  to  talking  to  his  persons,  Chris,  the 
guy  and  Mui,  the  girl.  Finally,  I  told  them 
how  long  I’d  been  waiting  for  a  cab,  and 
they  suggested  I  go  back  to  “Customer 
Service”  to  see  if  they  had  more  luck  with 
taxis  than  I.  As  I  was  about  to  do  just  that, 
Mui  ran  up  and  tugged  at  my  arm.  “We’ll 
take  you  home,”  she  said.  “The  car’s  not 
very  big,  and  Momo’s  all  over  the  place, 
but  do  let  us.”  So  I  did.  Of  course  they 
wouldn’t  take  any  money,  and  I  can  only 
say  that  Good  Samaritans  do  exist  and  it’s 
good  when  they  show  up  when  you  need 
them.  Thanks,  kids. 

Reflecting  on  the  two  events  restored 
a  rather  nice  balance  to  the  whole  day.  I 
have  no  idea  if  the  police  even  cared  about 
the  four  guys  in  the  toilet  at  16th  and 
Mission.  I’ve  seen  strange  police  doings 
there;  one  day  they  were  photographing 
someone.  Wonder  what  that’s  about?  The 
overall  good  news  is  that  the  construction 
of  the  plaza  at  16th  and  Mission  is  under 
way.  Let’s  hope  that  architecture  can  help 
change  the  scene  there,  literally  and  figu¬ 
ratively. 


Comments:  826-2320  or 
TheDishatNMN@aol.com 


Bird  &  Beckett 
Books  &  Records 

■§. 

New  &  Used  Books 
All  Fields 

Wax  &  Vinyl  -  Lps  &  78s 
Jazz,  Classical,  etc. 


2788  Diamond  Street 

(at  Chenery,  in  Glen  Park,  SF) 
phone:  586-3733 

1  block  from 

Glen  Park  BART,  J-Church, 
&  lines  26,  52,  44,  23 
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Steppin'  Out 


by  Sonny  Smith 


The  Shut-Ins  at 
the  Ton-Jo  Room 

Feeling  a  little  headache  coming  on? 
A  little  hangover?  Drag  yourself  to 
the  Ton  Jo  Room  at  20th  and 
Mission,  next  to  the  Magic  Donut.  No 
one’ll  see  you.  There’s  no  sign  on  the 
front,  plus  it’s  awful  dark  inside  so  your 
bloodshot  eyes  won’t  hurt.  There  might  be 
an  old  Western  on  the  T.V...Say...  some 
old  Peckinpah  flick,  replete  with  gory 
death  scenes.  Ivan  behind  the  bar,  with 
the  patch  over  his  eye,  will  get  you  some¬ 
thing.  Red,  the  old  guy  sittin’  next  to  you, 
he’ll  laugh  if  you  order  the  wrong  drink. 

Monday  morning,  10a.m.,  I  walked  in 
with  my  goods  from  Magic  Donuts  next 
door.  Conversations  go  roughly  like  this: 

“Gimme  a  milk,”  then  old  Red’ll 
laugh  or  sort  of  snort-laugh. 

“What  did  you  say  to  me?”  the  one- 
eyed  bartender’ll  say. 

“All  right  then,  a  spritzer.” 

“You’re  a  comedian?” 

“A  Bud  in  a  bottle” 

“That’s  the  only  way  we  have  'em.” 

Then  ol’  Sloop  will  have  just  limped 
in,  and  he  might  say  something  kinda  like: 
“They  don’t  have  no  draft  beers  here, 
kid.” 

“You  don’t  need  a  glass,  do  ya?”  old 
Ivan’ll  cut  in. 

“Nah.” 


“’Cause  it’s  already  in  glass,  right? 
I’m  one  step  ahead  of  ya.” 

Then  some  suspicious-looking  street 
kid  might  walk  in  fast-like,  towards  the 
bathroom;  no  one’ll  pay  no  mind  though. 
He  might  stop  off  at  the  jukebox  on  his 
way  out,  put  some  old  Mariachi  tune  on 
and  then  walk  out  just  as  fast.  You  might 
get  the  sneakin’  feelin’  all  the  people  who 
actually  live  in  the  neighborhood  of  20th 
and  Mission  really  do  know  each  other 
here. 

Conversation  could  very  well  hit  a 
lull  after  that  for  an  hour  or  two,  denizens 
being  engrossed  in  the  Peckinpah  and  the 
well  whiskey,  as  it  were.  This  is  the  time 
you  might  take  to  interview  one  of  the  bet¬ 
ter  bands  the  Mission  has  to  offer.  Say,  a 
band  like  the  Shut-Ins  .  You’ll  hit  the 
record  button  on  your  machine  and  it 
might  go  kinda  like  this: 

“Mike  Roper  of  the  Shut-Ins ,  what’ll 
you  have?” 

“Miller  High  Life” 

“That’s  fine  for  a  chaser,  but  what 
else?” 

“I’m  not  drinkin’  as  much.  I’ve  been 

layin’  off  alcohol.  I  went  down  to  Mexico 
City  for  my  sister’s  wedding  and  I  sorta 
overdid  it.  I’m  a  big  fan  of  the  bourbon. 
Don’t  forget  about  my  bourbon.  I’ll  be 
back.” 

“How  ya  been?” 

“Laryngitis” 

“What  are  you  guys  working  on  these 
days?” 


OUAN  YIN  HEALING  ARTS  CENTER 

SINCE  1 986,  OFFERINQ  THE  BEST  IN  COMPREHENSIVE 
•ACUPUNCTURE  TREATMENT  PROQRAMS 

Arthritis 
Women’s  Health 
Asthma,  Smoking 
Stroke,  Brain  Injury 
Therapeutic  Massage 
Depression  4  Anxiety 
Management  of  HIV  Infection 
Full  Management  Program  for  Hepatitis  C 
Drop-in  Treatment  for  Addiction  and  Chemical  Dependency 
Private  Insurance,  Medical,  WorHers  Comp,  Personal  Injury 
455  Valencia  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA 
415-861-4964  qyhac@aol.com 


“An  old  song  called  “Chloe”-  an  old 
Gus  Kahn  tune  from  the  ‘20’s  about  a  guy 
walkin’  around  in  a  swamp  looking  for  his 
girl.  He’s  gonna  keep  looking  forever. 
He’s  still  probably  looking  ” 

“All  right.” 

“Yes,  it’s  a  universal  theme  about  lost 
love  that  we-  The  Shut-Ins-  seem  to  be  all 
about.  We  also  played  a  county  fair  the 
other  day  and  that  was  kind  of  sad.  It  was 
a-rockin’  and  grooving  to  the  sounds  of 
yesteryunk.  I  feel  that  we-  The  Shut-Ins- 
need  a  little  time  to  reflect  on  our  way¬ 
ward  ways.  We’ve  got  a  gig  cornin’  up  at 
The  Nurse’s  Watch  on  September  17th 
that  should  be  much  better.  We  need  an 
opener,  maybe.  And  I  need  a  mandolin 
teacher,  as  well.  We  seem  to  be  most  pop¬ 
ular  with  those  people  who  used  to  be  able 
to  walk.  The  Convalescent  Home  Circuit 
looks  like  our  best  bet.” 

“You’re  gonna  play  mandolin  too?” 
(as  well  as  Ukulele) 

“I  want  to.  But  they’re  so  damn  tiny.” 

“But  the  Uke  is  tiny.” 

“But  these  are  even  tinier.” 

“Yeah,  but  I  knew  a  guy  who  was 
huge,  huge  metabolism  like  Andre  the 
Giant  and  his  fingers  were  like  sausages 
and  HE  played  the  mandoha” 

“Then  there’s  hope  for  me.” 

“How’s  the  CD  faring?” 

“It’s  been  made.” 

“Where  can  one  get  it?” 

“Through  us  at  our  gigs,  we-  The 

Shut-Ins-  have  not  ventured  out  to  the 
record  stores  looking  for  consignment 
deals.  John  came  up  with  the  name 
(singer/  guitar  player)  and  Brad  Mossman 
from  Warm  Wires  did  the  cover  art.” 


Conversation  will  go  like  that  for  a 
while,  ‘til  you’re  done  with  your  donuts 
and  everybody  got  shot  in  the  Peckinpah 
flick  and  you’re  not  exactly  ready  to  face 
the  sunlight  out  on  Mission  but  what-the- 
hell-you-gotta-get-home-sooner-or-later. 

Of  course,  this  might  not  be  the  right 
place  for  you  to  chase  a  little  hair  of  the 
dog  if,  say... you’re  the  type  that  gets 
kinda  sad  around  old  drinkers.  It  could 
very  well  remind  you  of  your  long  lost 
pappy.  Or  it  could  bring  up  those  old  fears 
again,  you  know-  the  ones  about  what 
would  happen  to  you  if  the  bottom 
dropped  out  or  everything  went  awry- 
those  type  of  fears.  And  also,  you  might 
be  the  type  that  just  goes  to  bars  to  look 
for  prospective  mates  (come  on,  admit  it!) 
and  you  might  not  be  finding  your  mate 
here,  or  if  you  did  find  your  mate  here  you 
might  wanna  re-think  that  mate  you  just 
found 

But  say  you’re  the  type  of  fella,  or  the 
ty  pe  of  lady,  that  likes  a  good  American- 
made  coffee  table.  Not  some  sleek, 
streamlined  tutti-frutti  racecar  model  from 
Ikea,  but  a  bona  fide  goddamn  Sears 
model!  Or  you’re  the  type  that  likes  a  lit¬ 
tle  quiet  from  the  hustle  ‘n’  bustle  out¬ 
doors.  And  ya  like  a  break  from  the  kinda 
bars  that  have  a  lot  of  rules  posted  all  over 
the  place,  or  the  type  of  bar  that  makes 
you  kinda  sad  about  how  goddamn  sappy 
and  precious  this  town  has  gotten.  Then 
you  might  like  the  Ton-Jo,  and  for  that 
matter  you  might  like  The  Shut-Ins,  not 
that  they  go  together  cause  they  don’t  have 
anything  to  do  with  each  other  except  nei¬ 
ther  of  'em  make  you  sick  to  your  stomach 
like  the  Back  Street  Boys. 

Shut-Ins  are  John  Pultney-  guitar,  vocals, 
Mike  McMorrow-  Bass,  Corey  Locey- 
drums,  Rick  Hendrix-  lap  steel  and  Mike 
Roper-  Tenor  Ukulele/  vocals,  and  they 
play  September  1 7th  at  The  Nurse 's  Watch 
(22nd  On  Mission j  and  maybe  September 
8th  at  the  Atlas. 


The  Scarlet  Sage  Herb  Company 


specializing  in  high  quality  organic  &  wildcrafred  bulk  herbs 

•  We  CARRY  A  FULL  LINE  .  VlTAMlN  SUPPLEMENTS 

OF  TINCTURES  _ 

, ,  ♦  Books 

*  Homeopathic 

remedies  *  Flower  Essences 

♦  Aromatherapy  ♦  Body-Care  Products 

OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 


1173  Valencia  near  23rd 


(415)  82.1-0997 

•  A  Women-  ( )wned  Hum  nets 
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TeatroSabor,  Hecho  en  Califas 


Hecho  en  Califas 


On  Friday-  and  Saturday-,  September 
14-15  the  Mission  Cultural  Center 
will  host  the  West  Bay  installment 
of  The  Hecho  en  Califas  Chicano/Latino 
Theater  Festival  featuring  established 
and  rising  stars  of  the  Raza  Renaissance. 
The  Festival  is  being  held  in  honor  of  Jose 
Guadalupe  Saucedo,  co-founder  of  Teatro 
de  la  Esperanza.  A  documentary  film  on 
Saucedo,  La  Vida  es  su  Teatro/Life  is  his 
Theater  will  be  part  of  the  Friday  night 
event. 

Also  on  the  Friday  lineup  are  Los 
Delicados,  a  Latino  spoken-word  group 
performing  scenes  from  “$5,000  or  a  Time 
Machine?”  This  play  in  progress  looks  at 
the  recent  battle  for  the  Mission  -  which 
the  home  team  won  -  as  three  poor  poets 
battle  greedy  landlords,  dot-com  riff  raff 
and  “hippie  throwbacks”  in  search  of  a 
roommate.  Teatro  Sabor  rounds  out  the 
evening  with  “Canciones  de  las  Cha-Cha 


Girls,  a  musical  comedy  about  Mission 
District  diversity  with  more  laughs  at  the 
expense  of  the  now  vanquished  yuppie 
invaders. 

La  Chusma,  an  L.A.  based  Chicano 
comedy  trio,  leads  off  on  Saturday  with 
social  and  political  satirical  sketches  in  the 
tradition  of  Teatro  Campesino  and  Culture 
Clash.  The  evening  also  includes  El  Teatro 
Campesino  in  a  performance  of  Luis 
Valdez’  classic  1971  play  “El  Gran  Carpa 
de  los  Rasquachis.”  El  Teatro  Campesino 
did  the  pioneering  work  in  Chicano 
Theater,  taking  their  productions  into  the 
communities  whose  struggles  the  compa¬ 
ny  portrayed  with  wit  and  elegance  on 
stage. 

Performances  are  at  the  Mission 
Cultural  Center,  2868  Mission  Street  at 
7:30  pm.  Tickets  are  $12  and  are  available 
by  calling  510-849-2568  or  at  www.  lape- 
na.org. 


Homefront 

On  September  7  at  10  pm  and 
September  9  at  6  pm,  KQED 
Channel  will  air  Homefront,  a 
documentary  on  the  gentrification  battles 
in  San  Francisco  and  the  City  of 
Richmond.  Most  of  the  first  half  of  the 
program  focuses  on  the  lively  (and  ulti¬ 
mately  successful)  fights  against  eviction 
by  three  Mission  District  families  on 
Shotwell  Street,  a  story  first  reported  in 
New  Mission  News  in  April  200 1. 

This  segment  is  both  educational  and 
entertaining.  The  Shotwell  Street  organiz¬ 
ing  effort  was  everything  a  grassroots 
campaign  should  be:  a  fiery-but-focused, 
neighbor-to-neighbor  drive  involving  hun¬ 
dreds  of  people —  that  was  also  lots  of  fun 
for  all  (except  the  deserving  targets  of  its 
wrath).  The  landlord-attorney  giving  his 
account  in  a  what-the-Hell-hit-me  shell¬ 
shocked  daze  is  delightfully  juxtaposed 
with  victorious  tenants  and  their  neighbors 
dancing  in  the  streets  block  party.  Better 
than  The  Simpsons! 

Since  the  only  time  you  hear  about 
Richmond  in  the  mainstream  media  is 
when  a  murder  victim  is  found  there,  the 
second  half  the  show  is  something  of  a  sur¬ 
prise.  The  city  officials  there  seem  to  have 
actually  looked  at  development  with  a 
long-term  view,  considering  how  to  mini¬ 
mize  displacement  and  impacts  on  existing 
residents. 


They  come  across  as  reasonable, 
thoughtful  public  servants  with  a  notion  of 
preparedness,  civic  leaders  concerned 
more  (for  once!)  with  diversity  and  com¬ 
munity  character  than  with  how  many 
bucks  some  condo  developer  is  going  to 
drop  into  their  re-election  campaign  war 
chest  In  other  words,  their  city  govern¬ 
ment  is  everything  our  city  government 
was  not  when  the  dot-com  hysteria  reigned 
supreme. 

We’re  supposed  to  be  the  world-class 
progressive  city,  but  these  guys  from 
Richmond  make  our  guys  look  kind  of 
doltish 

Producer/director  Jennifer  May  to  re  na 
Taylor,  a  16-year  Mission  resident,  also 
produced  the  first  22  episodes  of  KQED ’s 
weekly  series  Independent  View. 
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Friday  8/31 
BITCH'S  BREW 
Wednesday  9/5 

FOLK' UPS 


Cominp  in  August! 
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Now  serving  authentic 
Mexican  cuisine  from 
the  Kitchen  at 
Bottom  of  the  Hill 
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Open  Nightly.cail 

626  8338 

for  info  or 
"lake  Out' 
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RESTAURANT*  NITECLUB 


1233  17th  ST.  at  TEXAS 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94107 
Telephone  415  626*4455 


Saturday  9/8 

BROUN  FELLINIS 

Monday  9/10 
VIRGIL  SHAW 
KILLER  VIEWS  BAND 

Saturday  9/15 
OMAYA 
Saturday  9/29 

JOSH  JONES 
LATIN  ENSEMBLE 


2389  MISSION  AT  20TH,  SAN  FRANCISCO 
OPEN  TUESDAY  THROUGH  SATUROAY  S:00PM  -  2  00AM 
LOUNGE  ENTERTAINMENT  21  AND  UP  WITH  ID 
PARKING  AVAILABLE  BEHIND  BRUNO'S 
TICKETS  AT  BOX  OFFICE  OAT  OF  SHOW 
WWWBRUNOSLIVE.COM 
INFORMATION: 


^4 

m 


SEPTEMBER  2001  19 


New  Mission  News 


RON  MCGLASHAN 

I 


CRIME 

FILE 


ROBBERY  ON  SHOTWELL 

20th  and  Shotwell  Street,  Aug.  13,  4  am. 

A  woman  was  robbed  at  gunpoint  at 
this  location  by  two  suspects.  One  of  the 
persons  approached  the  woman,  put  a  gun 
to  her  head  and  ordered  the  woman  to  lie 
on  the  ground.  The  other  suspect  went 
through  her  clothing  and  took  her  cash. 
Tire  suspects  fled  the  area  on  foot. 


ROBBERY  ON  26th  STREET 

26th  and  Harrison  Street,  Aug.  14,  5  pm. 

A  man  was  approached  by  two  indi¬ 
viduals  at  this  location.  One  of  the  men 
had  a  gun.  The  victim  was  pistol-whipped 
and  robbed  of  his  wallet.  The  suspects  fled 
the  area  on  foot. 


the  husband  and  wife  involved  in  an  argu¬ 
ment  decided  to  escalate  the  situation.  The 
wife  produced  a  knife  and  stabbed  the 
man  in  the  lower  extremities.  The  man 
was  rushed  to  the  SFGH  and  is  listed  in 

critical  condition.  The  wife  was  arrested 
and  booked  at  the  Mission  Station  on 
charges  of  assault  with  a  deadly  weapon. 


SECURITY  GUARD  BITTEN  ON  16th  St 

2300  Block  of  16th  St,  Aug.  20, 10:30  pm. 

A  security  guard  observed  a  person 
shoplifting  in  a  local  store.  The  guard 
approached  the  suspect.  The  suspect  told 
the  guard  that  he  had  no  stolen  goods  on 
him.  At  this  point  the  suspect  lunged  at  the 
guard  and  bit  him.  In  spite  of  this,  the 
guard  took  the  s  us  pea  into  custody. 


RAPE  ON  MISSION  STREET 

16th  and  Mission  St,  Aug.  17,  10:30  pm. 

A  woman  was  approached  by  a 
stranger  who  offered  her  a  ride  in  his  vehi¬ 
cle.  The  woman  got  into  the  car.  She  was 
driven  to  a  parking  lot  in  the  area  where 
she  was  beaten  and  raped  by  the  driver. 
The  Sex  Crimes  Unit  has  charge  of  this 
case. 


STABBING  ON  25th  STREET 

1800  Block  of  25tgh  Street,  Aug  19,  5  am. 
A  verbal  altercation  turned  ugly  when 


STABBING  ON  MSSION  STREET 

2100  Block  of  Mission  St,  Aug.21,  lam 

A  man  was  stabbed  by  a  lone  suspect 
at  this  location.  The  incident  was  viewed 
by  police  officers.  The  suspea  was  taken 
into  custody  by  officers  of  the  SFPD.  The 
suspea  was  booked  at  the  Mission  Station 
on  charges  of  assault  with  a  deadly 
weapon. 

This  column  is  brought  to  you  as  a  public 

service  of  the  SFPD  Office  of  Public 
Affairs  and  Crime  Stoppers.  If  you  have  a 
question  or  comment,  please  call  the 
office  at  553-165 1. 


Harringtonbros. 


Furnishings 

Antiques 

Moving 


599  Valencia  (at  17th) 
(415)  861-7300 

We  Buy  &  Sell  Everything 
for  Home  &  Office 
Old,  Like  New  &  Antique 


10  a. m.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  thru  Saturday  k  '■ 


Major  Credit  Cards  Accepted 
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i  Refrigeration 

Servinq  the  Community  for  37  Years!  WE  BUY  &  SELL 

WE’LL  BEAT  ANY  PRICE! 


2793  16th  SI  TKiT  415-431-0255 


San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair  Center 

(415)  285-8588 


OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 
SMOG  CHECK  AVAILABLE  7  DAYS 


FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAIRS 
OFFICIAL  CALIFORNIA  SMOG  STATION 
12  MONTH  WARRANTY  ON  ALL  REPAIRS 

•  Free  Shuttle  Service  to  &  from  BART,  Downtown  &  Nearby 
Neighborhoods  ♦  Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes  ♦  "Do-it-Yourself" 
Membership  Available  ♦  Men  &  Women  Mechanics 

•  Dependable.  Guaranteed  Work— Honest  Prices 

•  Used  Car  Prepurchase  Diagnostic  Inspection  Sen  ice 

'  Emission  Systems/Smog  lest  Failure  Diagnosis  <£  Repair 
’  Tune  Up/Lube  Senice/Regular  Maintenance 

•  Cooling  Systems  •  Radiators  •  Cherheating 

•  Timing  Belts  •  Brakes  •  Clutches  •  General  Repairs 

•  Air  Conditioning/Heaters 

•  Electrical  Problems/Rcwiring/Short  Circuits 

•  Windows/DoorsA’andalism  Repairs  •  Four-Wheel  Dgi\r  Sendee 

•  Struts/Shocks/Suspension/Steering  •  CV  Joint  &  Axle  Sendee 

•  Check  Engine  Light  •  Computer  Diagnostics  •  Driveability 
Problems 

•  Engine  <5  Transmission  Rebuilding  &  Replacement 

since  1978 


f  State  of  CamomuV 

LICENSED 

SMQ^T 
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INSPECTION  S 
^REPAIR  STATION  J 
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GROSS 
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(415)  285-8588. 

61 1  FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  18th  St.)  •  S.F.,  CA  941 10 
BETWEEN  HARRISON  &  BRYANT  STREETS 

ALL  MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS  &  ATM  ACCEPTED  | 


$10 
OFF 
SMOG 
INSPECTION 


L-. 


SAFETY 
INSPECTION 

($42.50  VALUE) 


$10 
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Scene  from  ‘The  Animal  Factory* 
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Gateway  Evening  Program 

Looking  for  a  change 
and  a  future... 

Discovers  career  in  Health  Care 


Here’s  is  your  chance  to  receive  formal  training,  financial  support.  City  Col¬ 
lege  tuition  hooks*  and  job  placement  assistance,  at  no  cost  to  you.  JYS  and 
City  College  of  San  Francisco  have  developed  a  part  time  evening  program 
that  will  provide  you  with  the  training  necessary  to  build  a  career  with  ex¬ 
cellent  income,  benefits,  and  advancement  opportunities,  without  giving  up 
your  present  job.  An  orientation  will  be  held  at  City  College's  John  Adams 
Campus  on  August  2.  2001  The  orientation  will  describe  in  detail  all  of  the 
benefits  the  students  will  receive. 


Ninth  Annual  Latino  Film  Festival 
will  run  September  13-23 


Many  out-of-towners  have  said 
that  in  San  Francisco  there’s  a 
major  event  going  on  eveiy  sin¬ 
gle  weekend.  Beginning  September  13th, 
the  major  event  belongs  to  Latino  culture, 
creativity,  passion  and  brilliance  via  the 
Cine  Accion’s  Ninth  Annual  Latino  Film 
Festival.  8000  people  are  expected  to  see 
the  world  as  portrayed  by  established  and 
emerging  filmmakers  whose  work  is  by  oi 
about  Latinos. 


the  festival.  On  opening  night,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  the  Last  Originals  car  club  will  pre¬ 
sent  a  car  show  in  support  of  the  festival. 
Also,  John  Santos  and  Friends,  Herbert 
Siguenza  (member  of  award-winning 
Culture  Clash),  Loco  Bloco  Drum  and 
Dance  Ensemble  and  Teatro  Armonia 
youth  theatre  group  will  all  perform. 
Siguenza  will  perform  scenes  from  his 
one-man  show  Cantinflas,  and  Teatro 
Armonia  will  perform  a  tribute  to  the 
pachuco  in  cinema. 


If  you  would  like  to  attend  the  orientation  or  have  any  questions 
please  contact  Tyrell  Jackson  at  (415)  782-6229. 


This  protect  was  funded  by  U*e  Center  for  the  Health  Professions.  University  of  California.  San  Francisco  through  grants 
iron i  The  California  Endowment-  and  the  California  HealthCare  Foundation  and  from  the  William  and  Flora  Hewlett  Fcm 
dahon  as  well  as  through  the  Caregiver  Training  initiative  of  the  Sat'  Fianosco  Pm- ate  Industry  Council 


77  Geary  Street.  Suite  401.  San  Francisco.  CA  94108  |  Tel  (415)391-3600 
Fax  (415)  391-3617  |  TDD  (415)  391-2846  |  Email:  hire@jvs.org  (Website:  www.jvs.org 

VAUKCIA  ST.  MUSCLE 


“SF's  World  Class  Neighborhood  Gym " 


m 


r 


msjr.  ■  •  aJLA 

VALENCIA 


333  VALENCIA  ST.  (NEAR  m\  so 

fe2fe-83<)0  OR  WVVW.VALBKlASTRErilAOSCli.CO^A 


*  LOCAL 
RESIDENTS 
0NLV 

Offer  expires  10/1/01 


This  year’s  theme  recognizes  the 
diversity  of  Latins  on  the  screea  The 
Bronze  Screen,  100  years  of  Latino 
Image  in  Hollywood  will  open  the  festi¬ 
val  at  the  Palace  of  Fine  Arts.  Guests  of 
the  festival  include  teenage  heartthrob 
Osvaldo  Benavides,  whose  film  Por  La 
Libre  drew  thousands  of  young  fans. 
Danny  Trejo,  producer  of  Animal 
Factory  and  a  supporting  actor  who  is 
never  out  of  work,  and  Latino  cult-film 
Hollywood  Boulevard’s  Danny  De  La 
Paz  from  Road  Dogz  will  both  be  present 
Road  Dogz  also  features  Benicio  Del 
Toro’s  sidekick  in  Traffic,  Jacob  Vargas. 
Texan  actor  Jesse  Borrego  from  Follow 
Me  Home  will  appear  to  promote  his  lat¬ 
est  film.  Come  and  Take  it  Day. 

Youth,  Gay/lesbian  and  short  film 
segments  display  an  amazing  group  of  tal¬ 
ents.  Unlike  most  other  Latino  film  festi¬ 
vals,  Cine  Accion  will  honor  the  Brazilian 
cult  horror  filmmaker  Jose  Mojica 
Marins.  The  most  censored  filmmaker  in 
Brazilian  history  wrote  and  directed 
dozens  of  gruesome  horror  classics  during 
Brazil’s  military  dictatorship. 

The  Mission  District’s  jubilant  per¬ 
sonality  will  play  a  major  role  throughout 


Another  Mission-influenced  presen¬ 
tation  is  the  debut  of  a  sitcom  pilot  named 
Cada  Loco  con  su  Tema  (Each  Crazy  has 
its  Own  Theme)  September  20th  at  8  pm 
at  the  Yeiba  Buena  Center.  It  will  be  part 
of  the  Academy  of  Art  sponsored  night. 
The  sitcom’s  creator,  Robert  Martin,  is  a 
professor  at  the  Academy  of  Art;  actor 
Ramon  Bustos  and  writer  Marta  Sanchez 
are  graduates  of  St  Peter’s  Grammar 
School.  The  stoiy  is  about  a  group  of 
diversified  and  clashing  Latinos  dying 
run  a  restaurant  in  the  Mission  without 
driving  each  other  crazy. 

Right  Road  Lost,  by  Mission 
District  documentarist  Victoria  Gamburg, 
tells  of  one  man’s  attempt  to  cope  with  the 
memory  of  serving  in  the  United  States’ 
military  operations  in  Vietnam  and  the 
Persian  Gulf.  It  will  screen  at  the  Brava 
Theatre  on  September  16  at  3  pm 

The  majority  of  the  films  will  screen  at 
the  Brava  Theatre,  2789  24th  Street,  with 
special  screenings  at  the  Mission  Cultural 
Center,  2868 Mission  Street. .  The  festival 
will  run  ten  days,  from  September  13th 
through  the  23rd.  For  screening  times  or 
more  information,  call  553-8140  or  visit 
www. cineaccion.com. 


Scene  from  "Por  la  Libre* 
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Cocinera  Laurie  Mackenzie 

A  saboroso  learning  experience 

Encantada  Gallery  offers  classes  in  Mexican  culinary  arts 


by  Garance  Burke 

While  gentrification  has  changed 
the  the  Mission  in  recent  years, 
one  tiring  lias  remained  constant 
throughout  the  neighborhood’s  transfor¬ 
mations:  the  vibrancy  of  its  fruit  and  veg¬ 
etable  markets  and  Mexican  specialty  food 
shops.  And  if  culinary  traditions  can  be 
seen  as  a  binding  agent  for  cultural  sur¬ 
vival  and  renewal,  then  the  Mission  is 
thriving  like  never  before,  says  Laurie 
Mackenzie,  a  longtime  Mission  resident, 
professional  chef,  and  local  food  expert 

“Mexico  has  very  different  cuisines 
north  and  south  of  the  border  The  border 
is  a  ranch  region,  and  its  ranch  food 
became  Tex-Mex,  which  has  basic  flavors 
in  comparison  to  the  food  of  other  regions 
in  Mexico  that  had  settled  native  cultures 
and  a  colonial  history,”  explains 
Mackenzie,  whose  culinary  studies  have 
taken  her  from  the  Cordon  Bleu’s  academy 
in  Paris  to  tire  homes  of  campesino  fami¬ 
lies  in  rural  Oaxaca.  “The  United  States 
mostly  still  thinks  about  Mexican  food  in 
the  same  way  we  used  to  drink  about 
Italian  food  in  dre  1950s,  that  it  was  all  just 
spaghetti  and  meatballs.  But  here  in  San 
Francisco,  people  are  finally  understand¬ 
ing  that  Mexican  food  is  much,  much  more 
than  just  a  combo  plate.” 

This  fall,  Mackenzie  will  be  teaching 
students  about  dre  varied,  lush  flavors  of 
Mexican  cuisine  -  and  cooking  with  sea¬ 
sonal,  sustainable  ingredients  like  fresh 
greens  and  herbs  -  in  a  unique  series  of 
cooking  classes  at  Encantada  Gallery  of 
Fine  Arts  on  Valencia  St.  Her  classes  will 
incorporate  both  local  organic  crops  and 
Irard-to-obtain  Mexican  spices,  to  make 
Oaxacan  specialties,  holiday  pan  de  muer- 
to  for  Day  of  the  Dead,  and  tamales  and 
feast  foods  for  Christmas. 

Mackenzie,  who  has  worked  with 
renowned  chef  Diana  Kennedy,  says  some 
of  the  most  varied  foods  in  dre  2,000-year- 
old  Mexican  food  tradition  are  cooked  for 
special  fiestas  and  dias  festivos. 

“We’ll  be  exploring  the  regional 
cuisines  and  foods  that  are  made  for  dif¬ 
ferent  holidays,  like  the  Day  of  the  Dead, 


Lent,  Christmas,  and  certain  dishes  that  are 
an  important  part  of  the  culture,” 
Mackenzie  says.  While  marry  are  familiar 
with  ranch-style  meaty  dishes  of  northern 
Mexico,  Mackenzie  will  be  teaching  stu¬ 
dents  about  Mexico’s  great  culinary  diver¬ 
sity,  which  ranges  from  the  fiery  fish  dish¬ 
es  of  the  Yucatan  peninsula  to  the  indige¬ 
nous  flavors  of  Oaxacan  cuisine. 

Mackenzie  recendy  completed  a  culi¬ 
nary  research  trip  to  Oaxaca,  where  she 
studied  the  importance  of  fresh  greens  and 
seasonal  crops  in  rural  Mexican  cuisine. 
The  first  class  in  her  series,  which  will  be 
held  on  September  15,  will  focus  on 
Oaxaca’s  rich  culinary  tradition. 
Encantada  will  hold  a  related  exhibit  about 
Oaxacan  art  to  accompany  the  class. 

“I  started  drinking  about  how  the 
ingredients  we  use  locally  can  be  used  in 
Mexican  food,  using  sustainable  ingredi¬ 
ents  and  more  greens  and  fresh  herbs  and 
vegetables.  This  is  how  regional  tradition¬ 
al  cooks  work,  since  those  ingredients 
form  the  basis  of  their  diet  in  the  villages, 
and  even  in  the  city  because  people’s  roots 
are  in  the  country.  Cooking  is  seasonal,  so 
people  are  always  cooking  using  what’s 
available,”  says  Mackenzie. 

In  coming  months,  she  will  also  be 
leading  a  culinary  walking  tour  of  the 
Mission,  and  an  eight-day  culinary  tour  to 
Oaxaca 

While  many  Mission  residents  have 
been  shopping  at  the  neighborhood’s  fresh 
markets  and  spice  purveyors  for  years, 
those  San  Franciscans  and  food  aficiona¬ 
dos  who  have  yet  to  learn  about  how  to 
cook  with  the  fresh  epazotc  and  chipil  sold 
on  24th  Street  now  have  an  extraordinary 
opportunity. 

“Probably  the  best  food  in  the  Mission 
is  being  cooked  in  peoples’  homes,  but  we 
need  to  build  an  appreciation  of  how 
diverse  Mexican  cuisine  really  is  by  cook¬ 
ing  and  tasting  regional,  seasonal  cuisines 
made  with  fresh  ingredients,”  says 
Mackenzie. 


For  more  information  on  Laurie 
Mackenzie's  Mexican  cooking  class  call 
Encantada  Gallery  at  642-3939. 


Mission  Cultural  Center  for  Latino  Arts  present 
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Chicano/Latino  Theater  Festival 


The  MCCLA  and  La  Pena  Cultural  Center  invite  you  to  the  First  Annual  "Hecho 
en  Califas”  Chicano-Latino  Theater  festival  dedicated  to  the  Memory  and 
accomplishments  of  Jose  Saucedo,  co-founder  and  director  of  Teatro  La 
Esperanza.  For  La  Peria  Theater  events  and  time  performances  on  the  6th, 

9th  and  10th  call  510-849-2568.  Tickets:  $15.00  Adults/$13.00  Youth 


8:00PM  Los  Delicados  (sketches). 

9:00PM  Teatro  Sabor  (Canciones  de  la  Cha-Cha  Girls). 
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8:00PM  Chuzma  (sketches). 


MCCLA  •  2868  Mission  St.  •  San  Francisco,  CA  941 10  •  Tel  41 5  82 1 .1155 


THE 

apartment 

sari  f rancisco 

(formerly  classic  consignment) 


3469  18th  street  (18th  +  lexington)  415.255.1100 


.  new  and  used . 

dogeared 


books 

buy 


sell 

trade 


10-10  Monday-Saturday 
10-8  Sunday 


900  Valencia  Street  at  20th 

415.282.1901 

dogearedbooks.com 
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MISSION  MERCHANTS  ASSOCIATION 


Miracle  Mile 


Mission 
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Membership 

Meeting 


When  somebody  asks  if  there's  a 
good  Vietnamese  restaurant  in 
the  mission,  a  few  places  come 
immediately  to  mind.  But  when  some¬ 
body  asks  if  there's  a  really  great 
Vietnamese  restaurant  in  the  mission  only 
one  place  comes  to  mind  and  that's 
Saigon  Saigon,  the  favorite  of  locals  and 
non-locals  alike.  Although  situated  in 
heart  of  Valencia  Street's  gourmet  ghetto 
Saigon  Saigon's  prices  have  always  been 
reasonable.  The  food  has  been  nothing 
short  of  first  rate  and  it  is  served  up  in 
generous  portions.  Service  also  is  prompt 
and  friendly.  This  is  everything  you  could 
want  in  dinning  out  experience  and, 
unlike  many  of  the  Mission's  finer  eater¬ 
ies;  they're  open  for  lunch. 


Thursday 
September  20 

NOON 

Call  for  location 
and  agenda 


Saigon  saigon  is  located  at  1136  Valencia 
and  open  for  lunch  U:30am-2pm  Mon- 

Fri;  dinner  5:30pm-l0pm  Mon-Sat.  Tel.  All  lOCdl  merchants  Welcome 
206-9635 


TO  JOIN  MISSION  MERCHANTS  ASSOCIATION 
CALL  979-4171 


Pet  of 
the  month 


We're  Sebastian  and  Wolfgang,  a 
pair  of  handsome  guys  waiting 
for  adoption  at  the  San 
Francisco  SPCA.  We're  nine-year-old, 
black  Domestic  Short  Hairs.  And  we're 
brothers,  so  we're  looking  for  a  loving 
home  where  we  can  stay  together. 

I'm  Sebastian.  I'm  an  outgoing,  affec¬ 
tionate  lap  cat  who  loves  attention  and 
doesn't  like  to  be  ignored.  I  adore  play¬ 
time,  and  I  like  petting,  though  I  may  ask 
for  a  break  every  now  and  then.  I'm 
Wolfgang.  I'm  a  shy  boy  who  likes  a  slow 
approach  and  gentle  handling  to  help  me 
warm  up  and  build  trust.  I  respond  to  soft 
petting  and  sometimes  like  interactive 
play.  I  rely  on  my  outgoing  brother  for 
confidence. 

There  are  advantages  to  having  two 
cats  in  your  family:  When  you're  away 
from  home,  you  won't  have  to  worry  about 
leaving  us  alone.  We're  not  only  brothers. 


we're  also  best  friends.  We're  great  at 
keeping  each  other  company  and  enter¬ 
taining  ourselves.  When  you're  home, 
you'll  have  fun  watching  us  play  together, 
groom  each  other  and  cuddle  up  for  a  nap. 
Two  cats  really  aren't  more  work  than  one 
cat,  especially  when  they're  mature  fel¬ 
lows  like  us. 

Though  we're  still  active  and  playful, 
at  nine  years  of  age  we  are  well  past  the 
high-energy  kitten  stage  of  life.  Like  most 
older  cats,  we  are  mellower  and  less 
demanding  than  youngsters.  We  won't  be 
climbing  the  curtains  in  play  or  racing 
around  your  bedroom  in  the  middle  of 
night.  Kittens  usually  find  homes  quickly, 
but  cats  our  age  really  need  your  love. 

If  you  are  interested  in  adopting  us,  come 
visit  us  at  The  San  Francisco  SPCA,  2500- 

16th  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94103. 
415-554-3000.  www.sfspca.org 


Stop  paying  ridiculous 
garage  sale  prices. 


www.thrifttown.com 


4,000  items  arriving  daily. 

2101  Mission  Street  •  San  Francisco,  CA  •  (415)  861-1132 
(corner  of  17th  &  Mission) 

Store  hours:  9  am  -  8  pm  •  Sat  10  am  -  7  pm  •  Sun  11  am  -  6  pm 


$3.00  OFF 

(Any  $10.00  purchase  or  more) 


Not  valid  with  any  other  promotion.  Limit  one 
coupon  per  customer.  Please  present  this  coupon 
prior  to  purchase.  Good  through 
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The  good  (he  bad  and  the  ugly 

Dear  Editor, 

In  respect  to  your  editorial  in  the 
August  issue,  I  hardly  think  Douglas 
Tilden  intended  his  Spanish  American 
War  Memorial  at  Market  and  Dolores 
Streets  to  be  a  monument  to  imperialism. 
Mr.  Tilden,  who  could  neither  hear  nor 
speak,  is  said  to  have  scribbled  on  a 
scratch  pad  what  this  memorial  meant  to 
him.  He  said,  "War  is  all  confusion  and 
horror.  The  body  dies  but  the  spirit  goes 
ore"  Mr.  Tilden,  incidentally,  died  in  1935 
in  his  Berkeley  studio  alone  and  in  pover¬ 
ty- 

San  Francisco  has  a  rich  history  but 
it's  always  being  muted  by  people  who 
can't  put  aside  their  biases.  There  is  one 
problem  with  suggesting  the  Indians  were 
all  good  people  who  lived  in  a  perfect 
world  and  the  Europeans  colonists  were 
all  bad  people  who  destroyed  tliat  world. 
History  is  more  complicated  than  that.  We 
do  not  know  the  pressures,  the  influences 
and  motivations  of  the  individuals  who 
lived  in  that  day. 

It  appears  to  have  been  an  era  marked 
by  general  distrust  among  the  natives,  sol¬ 
diers,  padres  and  colonists  in  which,  like 
today,  everyone  cast  a  shadow  at  some 
time  or  another.  Nothing  is  completely 
ying,  nothing  is  completely  yang  and 
often  things  are  not  what  they  appear  to 
be. 

Your  editorial  reminds  me  of  some¬ 
thing  I  overheard  someone  say  recently: 
"I'm  so  glad  I  live  in  San  Francisco  where 
people  don't  judge  others  on  superficial 
things  such  as  appearance  or  where  people 
come  from— like  those  people  in  the 
Midwest  do." 

There  are  over  5,000  Native  peo¬ 
ple  buried  outside  the  Mission  walls  who 
came  from  such  tribes  as  the  Patwin, 
Yokuts,  Esselen  and  Miwok.  Yet  there  is 
no  plaque  to  show  where  these  bodies  are 
buried.  There  is  an  unmarked  circular 
Indian  memorial  in  the  garden  landscaped 
with  native  grasses  which  tourists  mistake 
for  weeds.  It  appears  Mission  Dolores 
does  not  want  to  bring  too  much  attention 
to  the  all  the  Indians  buried  just  outside  its 
walls.  And  now  you  are  suggesting  it  is 
better  we  do  not  bring  further  attention  to 
Anza.  This  is  absurd.  Let's  not  bury  his¬ 
tory,  but  unbury  it  so  we  can  discuss  it  and 
leam  from  it 

Presently,  the  Bay  Area's  only 
Palestinian  themed  mural  at  21st  and' 
Mission  is  boarded-up  due  to  vandalism, 
so  you  are  not  the  only  one  suggesting  art 
be  censored.  I  say:  Put  up  the  Anza  statue 
and  put  up  a  statue  to  our  Native  People 
alongside  it  and  let  the  dialogue  begin. 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


The  iron  rule 


Dear  Editor, 

Unfortunately,  the  rental  market  is 
subject  to  the  iron  rule  of  mathematics. 
The  rule  of  thumb  is  that  a  property  must 
produce  1%  of  its  value  each  month  to 
cover  utilities,  repair,  insiftance,  taxes, 
legal,  and  capital  costs  to  break  evea  The 
owner  hopes  to  eventually  gain  from  long¬ 
term  capital  growth  minus  inflation 

Review  current  sales  of  rental  proper¬ 
ty  in  your  area.  Move  the  decimal  point 
two  spaces  to  the  left  and  that  should  be 
your  rent.  If  your  unit  is  worth  $300,000 
then  your  rent  should  be  $3,000  per 
month.  If  it  is  more  than  that,  it  is  too 
much.  If  it  is  less,  you  are  being  subsi¬ 
dized  by  your  landlord. 

If  some  of  the  renters  are  not  paying 
their  fair  share  due  to  rent  control,  then  the 
new  tenants  must  pay  their  share  for  them 
or  the  owner  is  turned  into  an  unwilling 
provider  of  subsidized  housing  without 
any  relief  from  the  city,  whose  responsi¬ 
bilities  they  are  forced  to  assume. 

The  city  could  alleviate  part  of  this 
burden  by  exempting  rental  property  from 
property  tax.  The  city,  with  rent  control, 
lias  put  the  owners  into  an  untenable  situ¬ 
ation,  which  is  why  the  private  sector  is 
not  building  new  rental  property.  There  is 
no  help  in  sight. 

James  Keefer 


Grimmer  than  you  think 

To  The  Editor: 

The  grim  picture  painted  by  M.  Toby 
Levine  (Affordable  housing  for  the 
Mission  is  unlikely  in  the  next  few  years, 
August  2000)  concerning  the  dearth  of 
affordable  housing  being  constructed  in 
The  Mission  is  in  fact,  even  grimmer. 
Levine  correctly  identified  the  sole  new 
construction  project  in  The  Mission  being 
funded  by  1996  Proposition  A  funds  as  the 
Friendship  House  project  at  50-68  Juliaa 


project  is  not  affordable  housing,  but 
rather  an  inpatient  drug  treatment  center. 
This  project  intends  to  demolish  the  his¬ 
toric  and  affordable  warehouse  building  in 
which  my  family  and  a  dozen  other  artists 
and  small  business  people  have  lived  and 
worked  for  decades. 

If  there  is  a  crisis  on  the  same  level  as 
the  housing  crisis  in  my  comer  of  the 
North  Mission,  it  is  clearly  the  substance 
abuse  crisis.  And  certainly  the  target  pop¬ 
ulations  for  such  a  center  live  in  The 
Mission,  so  a  location  like  this  is  desir¬ 
able. 

But  when  voters  passed  Proposition 
A  in  1996,  we  voted  to  build  affordable 
housing,  not  substance  abuse  treatment 
centers.  However,  under  the  Brown 
administration's  housing  policy,  or  what¬ 
ever  tatters  are  left  of  it,  building  the  kind 
of  housing  most  needed  where  it  is  most 
needed  is  not  a  priority,  and  they  seem  all 
too  ready  to  ignore  the  law  in  pursuit  of 
those  goals. 

And  in  an  episode  that  looks  like  Live 
Work  deja  vu  all  over  again.  Brown’s 
Department  of  City  Planning  has  decided 
to  interpret  its  way  around  the  recently 
passed  Mission  Interim  Controls  that  pro¬ 
vide  strong  protections  for  residential 
uses.  They  are  fast-tracking  our  displace¬ 
ment  by  denying  the  legitimacy  of  our  res¬ 
idential  status  and  recasting  a  drug  treat¬ 
ment  center  as  residential. 


Luxury  Live  Work  is  painted  as  resi¬ 
dential  housing,  its  office  is  labeled  as 
business  services  to  get  around  the  law, 
and  now  the  residential  character  of  the 
way  people  did  live-work  before  the  dis¬ 
astrous  ordinance  of  1988  is  being  ignored 
by  Brown's  government  to  get  around  the 

Mission  Interim  Controls. 

One  is  left  to  wonder  [about]  the  poli¬ 
tics  of  this  morally  laudable  yet  legally 
indefensible  project,  considering  how 
Brown's  choice  for  District  Six  supervisor 
was  fed  information  on  our  housing  status, 
and  questioned  me  (sic)  about  this  in  pub¬ 
lic  at  an  event  in  SOMA  during  last  year's 
campaiga 

Back  in  the  late  1990s  as  the  housing 
crisis  began  to  boil,  we  were  paying 
Marcia  Rosen,  then  director  of  The 
Mayor's  Office  of  Housing,  as  she  pursued 
postgraduate  work  at  Harvard  rather  than 
attending  to  the  situation  on  the  ground  in 
San  Francisco. 

Friendship  House  purchased  the 
building  at  this  time  last  year,  and  lament¬ 
ed  to  us  that  this  was  their  only  choice, 
given  the  tightness  of  the  market.  Now 
that  the  boom  has  gone  bust.  Friendship 
House  needs  to  work  with  us  to  find  a  dif¬ 
ferent  location  where  they  can  build  their 
facility  and  our  affordable  housing  can.be 
preserved. 

Marc  Salomon 


CHINESE  &  JAPANESE  CUISINE 


3515  20th  Street  (between  Mission  &  Valencia) 

Mon-Thur  1 1 :00am  -  10:00pm  .  Fri  -  Sun  1 1 :00am  -  10:30  pm 

FREE  DELIVERY  ^ 

Minimum  order  $10.00 

TF.I (415)285-4926 
FAX:  (415)285-3238 


VISA 


Tao  Yin  Special  Roll: 
A  crisp  and  spicy  roll  with 
fresh  tuna  and  green  onions! 


CH€FS 

SP€CiniS 


*  Mango  Prawns 

•  Mongolian  Combo 

(Chicken. Beet  &  Prawn) 


Get  Noticed! 


John  Holland 


Unfortunately,  the  Friendship  House 


niman  ranch  beef  burgers,  rocky  free  range  chicken, 
hot  dogs,  freshly  cut  french  fries  and  milkshakes 


now  at  two  locations/ 


807  Valencia  at  19th 
open  11  to  11  everyday 
824-8494 


-  me  Latest  tyewear  Fashions 

•  Revolutionary  Lens  Technology 

•  Some-day  Eye  Exams  Available 

•  Personal  Attention 

•  (ontad  Lenses,  IASI K 

•  Brown  &  Toland  Members  Accepted 

•  Free  Validated  Policing 


41  5.648.3600 


Dr  Andrew  F  Caiman  and  Associates 
3201  Mission  Street,  San  Francisco  » 
www. premier  eyecore.com  O 


£■2 


mn  «su  «urst<  msiwMiHfi 
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MISSION  CAMERA  SHOP 


Black  &  White  develop  and  print 
3"x  5"  or  4"x  6"  with  or  without  borders 
$1263  24exp.  $1625  36exp.  one  to  two  days 

B&t W  Film  (35mm) 
develop  only  $2Z5 
(no  prints  or  proof  sheet) 

Check  out  our  large  selection  of  Black  &  White  film, 
used  cameras  and  lenses,  assorted  camera  accessories, 
darkroom  supplies  and  color  photofinishing  service. 

1089  Valencia  at  22nd  Street  641-8396 

10am  to  5:30pm  Monday  through  Friday  .  11am  to  5pm  Saturday 


Library 

Lady 


Missian  Brancli 


Hey  everybody  -  It’s  National 
Hispanic  Heritage  Month!!!! 
(Though  maybe  some  of  us  would 
prefer  to  call  it  Latino  Heritage  Month...) 
Hispanic  Heritage  Month  honors  the  cul¬ 
tural  diversity  and  unique  contributions  of 
the  Latino/Hispanic  community. 

In  1968,  Congress  passed  a  joint  res¬ 
olution  to  recognize  Hispanic  heritage  in 
the  United  States  with  a  weeklong  cele- 
bratiou  Twenty  years  later,  Hispanic 
Heritage  Week  was  expanded  to  a  month¬ 
long  observance  beginning  September  15 
and  ending  October  15.  Hispanic 
Heritage  Month  is  timed  to  coincide  with 
the  celebration  of  Mexico’s  independence 
from  Spanish  rule  on  September  16th,  as 
well  as  the  Independence  days  of  Costa 
Rica,  El  Salvador,  Guatemala,  Honduras 
and  Nicaragua  on  September  15th. 


story  of  a  boy  growing  up  in  two  cultures 
and  his  investigation  of  the  brutal  murder 
-  in  Guatemala  -  of  his  beloved  childhood 
friend. 

Eduardo  Galea  no  -  Memory  of  Fire 
Trilogy  -  This  unique  and  epic  work  by 
the  Uruguayan  Galeano  gives  a  Latin 
American  perspective  on  tire  making  of 
the  New  World  -  from  pre-Columbian  cre¬ 
ation  myths  and  the  first  European  voy¬ 
ages  of  discovery  and  conquest  to  the  age 
of  Reagan. 

Most  of  these  books  and  many  more 
by  these  authors  are  also  available  in 
Spanish  At  the  Mission  Libraiy  we  also 
have  an  extensive  Latino  Interest  collec¬ 
tion  consisting  of  books  (in  English)  by 
Latino  authors  or  about  subjects  of  special 
interest  to  the  Latino  community.  Come 
in  and  take  a  look! 


Youth  Risinu  on  a  Mission 

Sunrise  Sidewalk  Cleaners 

Call  Todav  For  a  Free  Estimate  41  5-861-8202 


A  great  way  to  celebrate  Hispanic 
Heritage  Month  is  to  honor  the  contribu¬ 
tions  of  Latino/Hispanic  authors  by  read¬ 
ing  their  books!  Here  are  some  sugges¬ 
tions: 

Reinaldo  Arenas  -  Before  Night 
Falls  —  Recently  made  into  a  movie,  this 
is  the  autobiography  of  the  Cuban  author. 
It  portrays  his  struggles  with  the  Cuban 
government  and  his  life  as  an  immigrant 
in  the  United  States.. 


Regular  Story  times  for 
Children  at  the  Mission 
Library 

Note  New  Times 

Bilingual  (Spanish/English) 

Infant/Toddler  Lapsit  for  children  0-36 
months  is  held  every  Thursday  at  10:10 
am. 


Youth  Run  Hiah  Pressure  Sidewalk  Cleaning 

|\Ve  remove  oum,  graffiti,  &  pigeon  droppinos.[ 

Affordable  Rates  and  Special  Discounts 

\  program  >p<uw>ivcl  bv  the  Bovs  8c  Girls  Clubs  oi  San  Fianiisto 


111  Valencia  Street  San  Francisco  C'A  94103 
<415) S6I-S202 


Julia  Alvarez-  How  the  Garcia  Girls 
Txist  Their  Accents  -This  is  a  vivid,  ten¬ 
der  and  humorous  story  of  conflict 
between  the  generations  in  a  family  forced 
to  flee  to  the  US  from  the  Dominican 
Republic.  Alvarez’s  familiarity  with  the 
experience  of  immigration  shines  through. 

Laura  Esquivel  -  Like  Water  For 
Chocolate  -  Earthy,  magical  and  utterly 
charming,  this  is  a  tale  of  family  life  in 
tum-of-the-centuiy  Mexico,  complete 
with  recipes.  Mexican  author  Esquivel’s 
book  was  also  made  into  a  movie. 

Isabel  Allende  -  Daughter  of 
Fortune  -  A  recent  book  by  the  prolific 
Chilean  author  (now  living  in  the  United 
States)  concerns  a  spirited  heroine  making 
her  way  through  San  Francisco  and 
Northern  California  in  the  Gold  Rush  era. 

Francisco  Goldman  -  The  Long 
Night  of  White  Chickens  -  The 
Guatemalan  American  author  weaves  the 


VALENCIA  CYCLERY 


_ |C  .  cfes  fciy 


HOURS: 
Sun  11  am-5pm 
Thurs  10am-7pm 
Mon/Tues/Wed/Fri/Sat  10am-6pm 


SCHWINN 

SPECIALIZED 

r 


TREK 

Huge  selection  of  Parts ,  Accessories  &  CM ng 
Expert  and  Fast  Repairs  ■■  All  Makes  and  Models 

WE  BOX  BIKES  FOB  TBML 

(between  20th  and  21st  Streets) 

1077  Valencia  1065  Valencia 

550-6600  (sales)  550-6601  (repairs) 


Pre-school  Stoiytime  (in  English)  for 
children  3-5  is  held  every  Thursday  at 
10:30  a.m. 

Family  Storytime  in  Spanish  is  held 
every  Saturday  at  12:00  p.m.  Join  us  for 
stories,  songs,  and  fingerplays.  A  short 
craft  activity  follows  the  Spanish  stoiy¬ 
time. 

See  you  at  the  libraiy! 

The  Library  Lady 

You  can  send  a  question  directly  to 
Library  Lady,  c/o  The  New  Mission  News, 
3288  21st  Street  #202  Valencia  Street,  San 
Francisco,  CA  941110,  or  feel  free  to 
email  her  at  Librarylady@sfpl.lib.ca.us 


RELIABLE,  HONEST  DOG  LOVER 
WILL  GIVE  YOUR  DOG  UNDIVIDED 
LOVE  AND  ATTENTION-PLUS 
A  GOOD  HEALTHY  WALK 


One-Hour  Walk  $15 
or  $75  per  Week  (Mon-Fri) 


call  Daniel  (415)401-0533 
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Children  and  Drugs 

In  the  New  York  Times  on  Sunday, 
August  19th,  a  front-page  article 
reported  on  impending  legislation  to 
bar  schools  and  child  protection  services 
from  telling  parents  they  must  put  their 
children  on  drugs  to  treat  conditions  such 
as  Attention  Deficit  Disorder  (ADD)  and 
Attention  Deficit  Hyperactivity  Disorder 
(ADHD). 

Over  the  last  10  years,  the  diagnosis 
and  treatment  of  ADD  and  ADHD  has 
become  an  epidemic  amongst  American 
children.  The  most  popular  drug  pre¬ 
scribed  for  this  until  recently  has  been 
Ritalin,  a  form  of  amphetamine.  Recently, 
other  similar  drugs  such  as  Metadate  CD 
and  Adderall  have  become  even  more  pop¬ 
ular.  Last  year,  these  drugs  had  sales  of 
$758  million,  13%  more  than  1999,  with 
over  20  million  monthly  prescriptions 
being  made. 

Bills  are  being  put  forward  in 
Miimesota,  Connecticut,  Arizona,  New 
Jersey,  New  York,  Utah  and  Wisconsin. 
One  of  the  main  concerns  of  proponents  of 
the  bills  is  tliat  the  reason  for  the  huge 
increase  in  the  usage  of  these  drugs  is  not 
purely  medical,  and  that  the  recourse  to 
drugs  is  an  inappropriate  response  to  much 
broader  issues.  Another  concern  is  that 
these  drugs  are  addictive  and  that  there  is  a 
growing  social  use  in  these  drugs. 
However,  they  are  now  being  aggressively 
marketed  directly  to  the  “consumer,” 
putting  even  more  pressure  on  both  the 
public  and  the  medical  profession  to  pre¬ 
scribe  them. 

It  is  hard  to  justify  the  extraordinary 
number  of  prescriptions  of  these  drugs  [in 
the  United  States],  which  outnumber  simi¬ 
lar.  prescriptions  in  Europe  by  at  least  5 
times.  It  can  be  argued  that  this  is  a  symp¬ 
tom  of  the  ever-increasing  medicalization 
of  our  lives,  reflecting  the  power  and  influ¬ 
ence  of  pharmaceutical  companies  and  the 
willing  participation  of  the  medical  profes¬ 
sion  in  prescribing  these  drugs. 

The  issues  here  are  of  great  concern, 
as  a  huge  number  of  children  are  being 
given  drugs  for  a  condition  whose  diagno¬ 


sis  is  not  even  clear.  It  is  not  possible  to 
make  a  distinct  laboratory  diagnosis  for 
ADD;  therefore,  diagnoses  are  made  only 
on  behavioral  observation.  Without  deny¬ 
ing  that  such  a  condition  exists,  it  is  clear 
that  many  children  labeled  as  ADD  or 
ADHD  do  not  have  the  condition.  It  is  a 
matter  of  even  greater  concern  when 
teachers  make  this  diagnosis  and  refuse  to 
teach  children  unless  they  are  on  drugs. 
Parents  have  been  pressured  by  the  social 
services  to  put  their  children  on  these  med¬ 
ications,  with  threats  to  take  the  children 
away  if  they  decline. 

There  is  now  concern  that  children  on 
these  kinds  of  stimulant  drugs  could  devel¬ 
op  addictive  tendencies  towards  other 
drugs  later  in  life.  Also,  questions  have 
been  raised  about  the  long-term  effects  on 
children  who  have  been  given  Ritalin  for 
many  years  throughout  their  childhood. 

The  recourse  to  chugs  for  behavioral 
problems  constitutes  a  denial  of  willing¬ 
ness  to  look  into  the  real  causes  of  learning 
disorders  in  childrea  For  example,  what 
are  the  children  eating?  Sugar,  processed 
food  and  food  low  in  nutrients  are  several 
causes  to  consider.  Watching  TV  all  the 
time  or  playing  computer  games  from  an 
early  age  may  contribute  to  short  attention 
spans.  There  are  many  emotional  pres¬ 
sures  children  experience  that  cause  prob¬ 
lems  at  school,  none  of  them  the  fault  of 
the  childrea  Just  putting  them  on  drugs 
only  covers  up  the  real  problems.  Finally, 
school  may  often  be  boring  and  tedious, 
and  the  more  independent  children  may  act 
out  as  a  reaction  to  this.  If  we  decide  for 
our  own  convenience  to  put  children  on 
drugs  when  they  become  a  nuisance,  we 
deny  their  individuality  and  avoid  asking 
real  questions  about  how  they  can  be 
helped. 

Hopefully,  with  pending  legislation 
the  tide  may  begin  to  turn  and  the  real 
needs  of  children  will  come  before  phar¬ 
maceutical  companies  profits  and  the  con¬ 
venience  of  some  in  the  teaching  profes¬ 
sion  and  the  social  services.  Children 
deserve  better  than  being  put  on  stimulants 
and  anti -depressants,  which  is  increasingly 
liappcning,  even  in  children  under  the  age 
Of  5. 


Low  Fee 

PSYCHOTHERAPY 

New  College  of  California 
COMMUNITY  COUNSELING 
CENTER 

Experienced  Therapist  Interns 
providing  individual,  couples  and 
family  therapy  to  the  community. 

Ill  Valencia  Street 

(415)  437-3456 


Work  Related  Injury  Treatment 
Physical  Examinations 
Ergonomic  Evaluations 
Drug  Testing 
Laboratory  &  X-Ray 
Physical  Therapy 
Pharmacy 


Millennium  Occupational  Medicine 


Two  locations  serving  the  needs  of  business  and  industry 

MOM  @  Bayview  MOM  @  St.  Luke's 

6301  3rd  Street  2nd  Floor  1580.  Valencia  Suite  301 

San  Francisco,  CA  94124  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

Appointments 

415.330.1800  415. 641. MOMS  (6667) 

Information  and  Company  Registration:  415.641.6406 

^ sHukes 

''j  HOSPITAL 


imnnzB 


LET  ME  GET  YOU 
WHAT  YOU  DESERVE! 


_ Free  Consultetlon  - 

Pay  NOTHING  Until  You  Win! 


HAMT  LET  INSURANCE 
UUIl  I  COMPANIES 

PUSH  YOU  AROUND 


RICHARD  SYNCHEF 


PERSONAL  INJURY  ATTORNEY 

26  Years  Experience 

(415) 927-8844 

HOME  APPOINTMENT  AVAILABLE 


You  are  welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Building 
.  for  all  phases  of  dentistry. 

2440  Mission  Street  285-9900 

Open  Monday  -  Saturday  9-5 

Robert  C.  Ceniceros,  D.D.S.  Peter  V.  Rengstorff,  D.D.S. 
Bryan  Arant,  D.D.S.  Ramona  L.  Lauron,  R.D.H. 


THE  SMART  ALTERNATIVE 

■Reliable,  clean  vehicles  -Low  rates-  Daily,  weekly,  monthly 
"Locally  owned  &  Family  Operated  "Open  7  days  a  week 


mn/wRECK 


(415)  282-6293 
2955  3rd  street 

Between  Cesar  Chavez 
and  25th  street 


Free  pick  up  in 

the  Mission! 


New  Mission  News 
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Meditation 

one  cloud 

is  the  sky 
one  raindrop 

is  the  storm 
one  slick  stone 

the  slipper  slope 
one  trunk 

the  matchstick  forest 
one  wild  flower 

the  meadow's  pleated  skirt 
one  pair  of  wings 

the  rising  of  binds 
one  snout,  sniffing 

the  menagerie  of  mammals 
one  child,  hungry 

the  fat  belly  of  man 
one  prayer,  uttered 

the  universe,  listening 

Stephen  Kopel 


Prescription 

Gut-punched,  lasso-cinched, 

I  dragged  my  aching  carcass  to  bed 
cranky  virus  invading  my  vitals, 
yanking  confidence  by  the  balls 
shrunk  as  prune  pits 
like  pellets  lurking 
in  a  murky  sw  amp  bottom 

How  could  I,  moving  man  with  van 
of  a  million  feints  and  flourishes, 
a  hardball  hipster, 
down  court  trickster, 
quarterback  cruncher, 
give  these  athletic  soles 
an  excuse  to  grow  spongy, 
sprout  roots, 

germinate  in  mattress  tick? 

Oh,  how  I  hate  being  sick 

I  tinkered  with  toy  soldier  armies 
battling  on  my  blanket’s  folds... 
maneuvers,  skirmishes,  retreats, 
muskets,  then,  cannons  firing, 
conspiring  against  naps 
welcoming  drowsy  respites  from  pain 

I  allowed  depression  to  move  in  - 
unwelcome  stranger,  who  began 
rearranging  the  furniture 
jarring  the  ancient  Victrola  to  spin 
“When  The  Saints  Come  Marching  In” 

Over  and  over,  those  grooves  needled  me, 

and,  wondered,  now  fully  alert, 

if  this  Satchmo  rendition 

could  alleviate  my  condition, 

so,  I  swallowed  a  large  does, 

palpitated, 

toes  twitching,  tossing  stitching 
on  the  floor,  knee-clackers  knocking, 
socking  sickness  outta  bed, 
chicken  wing  elbows  flapping 
in  my  jimmies 

Louie’s  jazz  medicine  cured  me 
and  my  ailing  trombone 


Stephen  Kopel 


Hamlets  of  hope 

But  we’ve  walked  a  lot, 
good  land  and  still  captured 
Hills,  villages,  trees. 

Peaceful  landscapes  of  vivid  memories, 
irremediably  stay  behind. 

Echoes  of  dogs  barking  are  heard  from 
far  as  we  pass  by, 

sounding  foreign  or  unreal,  who’ll  know 
Things  perhaps  of  footpaths  and 
trails  of  interlaced  worlds. 

The  sound  of  distant  carnival  and 
festivities  echoed  played  in. .  .our  ears 
Old  tropical  sound  that  one  can’t  forget 
Of  love,  booze,  accordion  and  gibberish 
But  we’ve  seen  a  lot 
Weird  people,  loss  and  destruction 
com  field  mysteries 
and  gray  winter  clouds  that 
we  don’t  tell 

specters,  shadowing  silhouettes, 
dark  mountains 

Long  nights  of  rising  new  moons 
of  dismay,  cold  and  affliction 
New  days  according  to  the  rooster. 
Sierras,  hills  and  mountain  ranges 
Or  oregano,  of  guava 
and  of  gorgeous  sun  that  at  dawn  chant... 
And  over  there,  far  off, 
where  our  past  remains, 
farewells  of  saintly  sad  mothers, 
fly  around, 
lingering  on  forever. 

Over  there,  all  our  fathers, 
were  left  behind;  broken,  uprooted, 
groaning  in  silence  and  in  grief. 
Bitter  subsistence  we  are  all 
Of  amazing  pasts  that  will  never  die. 
And  behold  then! 

Errant  of  the  captive  land 
and  of  the  thousand  accursed 
Mundane  borders  to  the  fabulous  city, 

there  where  afflicted  nations 
gather  each  other, 
behold! 

at  the  never-ending  drama 
and  of  the  ungrateful  opprobrium 
of  destiny, 

here  now,  finally  we’ve  arrived. 


Aldeas  de  esperanza 

Pero  much  hemos  caminado, 

Tierra  Buena  y  secuestrada  todavia 
Cerros,  villas,  arboles, 
tranquilos  paisajes  de  vivos  recuerdos, 
atras  irremediablemente  can  quedando. 
Ecos  o  ladridos  de  perros  alia  en 
nuestro  pasar,  lejos  se  oyen, 
lejanos  o  irreales  quien  sabra? 
Cosas  quizas  de  veredas  y  caminos  de 
mundos  entrelazados. 
se  escuchan  distantes  las  ferias  y 
los  camavales, 

Sones  viejos  tropicales,  que  uno  no  Ivida. 
De  amor,  guaro,  acordeon  y  algarabia. 

Pero  much  hems  visto 
Gente  extra na  y  destruccion 
Misterios  de  milpas  y  de 
nubes  grises  que  no  se  dicen 
espectros,  sombrias  siluetas, 
montanas  tenebrosas. 

Largas  noches  de  lunas  tiemas  cresientes, 
de  espanto,  frio  y  desconsuelo. 

. dias  nuevos  segun  el  gallo, 

collados  y  cordilleras, 
de  Oregano,  Gueyaba, 
y  de  lindo  sol  que  canta  de  manana... 


Y  alia  donde  quedo  nuestro  pasado, 
Vuelan  estaneados 
adioses  tristes  de  madrecitas  santas. 
Alla  qucdaron  desarraigoados, 
gimiendo  en  silencio  y 
en  pesadumbre,  todos  nuestros  padres. 

Subsistencias  amargas  somos, 
de  pasados  insolitos  que  nunca  moriran. 
Y  he  aqui  pues, 

caminantes  de  tierra  en  cautivo  y 
de  las  mil  inundanas  frontcras  malditas 
que  a  la  ciudad  fabulosa  ahi  donde  se 
aglomeran  atribuladas  todas  las  nacions, 
ahora  llegamos. 

Si  he  aqui  pues, 

que  al  final  del  drama  de  los  siglos  y 
del  oprobio  ingrato  del  destino 
ahora  hemos  llegado. 

Rolando  Carrillo 


To  submit  poetry  e-mail  your  -work  to: 
vmiller4@mindspring.  com 


Radio  Habafia 

Social  Club 


Poetry 

Reading 


Yuca  & 
Black 
Beans 

Cuban 

Beer 


Art  &  Music 


Near  -22nd 


A.K.A 

Cafe, 


Cultural 

@KI€BA 


8pm  to  round  midnight 
monday  thru  Saturday 


(41 5j  824-7659 


1109 

VALENCIA  STREET 
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EVERY 
FRIDAY 
7  p.m. 
Botanas 


COCKTAILS 

Two 
Pool  Tables 


'  CD  Playe^ 

16th,  &  Caff  St. 


New  Mission  News 


The  Cuban  allure 

As  long  as  Fidel  Castro  lives  and 
the  vindictive  American  embargo 
remains  in  place,  the  exotic  allure 
of  Cuba  will  continue  to  capture  the  imag¬ 
ination  of  many.  Now  that  her  music  has 
once  again  spread  across  the  globe  (there's 
even  a  Cuban  club  in  Shanghai,  China 
now!),  perhaps  Cuba  will  get  its  due 
respect  The  publication  of  The  Rough 
Guide  to  Cuban  Music  (Penguin)  by 
Philip  Sweeney  will  undoubtedly  educate 
many  and  hopefully  generate  record  sales 
for  many  deserving  artists.  Documenting 
the  complex  and  diverse  history  of  Cuban 
music  is  a  daunting  task  that  Sweeney 
handles  in  a  maimer  as  competent  as  that 
of  the  Encyclopedia  Britannica,  but  there 
is  a  more  compelling  story  to  be  told. 

The  music  of  Cuba  cannot  readily  be 
divorced  from  the  larger  context  of  its 
interplay  with  the  rest  of  the  world.  New 
Orleans,  the  crucible  of  American  jazz, 
was  intimately  connected  with  the 
Caribbean  and  Cuban  influences  that 
seeped  into’ its  musical  tapestry  and 
spread  throughout  the  Mississippi  Delta. 
The  lynehpin  of  Cuban  rhythm,  the  3-2 
clave  rhythm,  is  essentially  what  became 
known  as  the  Bo  Diddlcy  rhythm,  and 
many  early  rhythm  and  blues  and  jazz 
musicians  talked  vaguely  about  the  rhyth¬ 
mic  influence  of  "the  Latin  thing." 

Nineteenth  century  Cuban 
"habaneras"  were  popular  in  Argentina 
and  led  to  the  development  of  the  tango. 
Popular  melody  lines  such  as  that  of 
"Twist  and  Shout"  can  be  heard  in  the 
flute  lines  of  old  Cuban  danzones  that  pre¬ 
date  rock  and  roll.  Percussionist  and 
bongo  virtuoso  Armando  Peraza  added 
an  authentic  Cuban  touch  to  the  early  clas¬ 
sic  rock  of  Santana,  and  the  conga 
became  a  common  element  in  rock. 

The  song  "El  Manicero  (The  Peanut 
Vendor)"  spread  throughout  the  world, 
becoming  one  of  the  most  recorded  songs 
in  history;  its  melody  line  is  found  in 
countless  jazz  solos.  Moreover,  an  entire 
book  could  be  written  on  the  Cuban  influ¬ 
ence  in  Africa,  which  dates  back  to  the 
twenties  when  Cuban  bands  toured  on 
ships  that  docked  in  West  African  port 
cities.  The  Rough  Guide  to  Cuban  Music 
confines  itself  to  Cuba  and  her  immigrant 
communities  in  New  York  and  Miami, 
missing  the  broader  scope  of  her  influence 
and  "songlines." 

Perhaps  no  other  form  of  music  is  so 
uniquely  Cuban  as  the  folkloric  rumba, 
and  a  new  collaborative  project  entitled 
La  Rumba  Soy  Yo  (Bis  Music,  Cuba), 


credited  to  El  All-Stars  de  la  Rumba 
Cubana,  is  a  truly  remarkable  recording. 
Participants  include  the  folkloric  ensem¬ 
bles  of  Los  Munequitos  de  Matanzas, 
Grupo  Clave  y  Guaguancd,  Los 
Papines  and  Yoruba  Andabo,  along 
with  singers  Isaac  Delgado,  Haila 
Mompii  (formerly  with  Bam boleo,  cur¬ 
rently  Azucar  Negra),  and  Mayito 
Rivera  of  Los  Van  Van. 

Musical  director  Joaquin 
Betancourt  does  a  remarkable  job  of  inte¬ 
grating  the  huge  cast  of  popular  and  folk¬ 
loric  musicians  into  coherent  musical 
aggregations.  Roughly  half  of  the  materi¬ 
al  is  played  strictly  on  drams  and  percus¬ 
sion,  while  the  other  half  features  bass, 
piano  and  brass.  As  the  credits  indicate, 
the  drumming/percussion  is  strong,  but 
the  real  stars  here  are  the  singers  who 
show  a  wide  range  of  tones,  styles,  and  the 
playfulness  one  would  expect  from  an  ait 
form  that  encourages  improvisation. 
Surprises  include  "Un  violin  pa'  Chano," 
featuring  a  funky  bass  line  and  brass  feed¬ 
ing  off  a  super-charged  violin  perfor¬ 
mance,  and  a  solo  flamenco  classical  per¬ 
formance,  "Rio  mestizo,"  by  Alejandro 
Valdes.  A  concept  album  that  is  intelli¬ 
gent,  well  produced,  features  some  great 
performances,  and  is  nicely  packaged 
with  good  liner  notes.  La  Rumba  Soy  Yo 
is  a  milestone  for  the  Cuban  music  indus- 
tiy. 

Exploring  the  heavier  side  of  Afro- 
Cuban  Jazz,  Columna  "B,"  led  by  the 
young  Cuban  sax  player  Yosvany  Terry, 
has  an  exciting  new  record  entitled 
Twisted  Noon  (Bombo  Music 
Productions).  Yosvany,  a  veteran  of 
Cubanismo,  recorded  this  CD  in  Berkeley, 
California  with  an  all-star  cast  of  Cuban 
and  Bay  Area  musicians.  Joined  by  broth¬ 
er  Yunior  Terry  on  acoustic  bass,  Jesus 
Diaz  on  congas  and  timbales,  Roberto 
Carcasses  on  piano.  Josh  Jones  on  drams 
and  Marty  Wehner  on  trombone,  they 
lay  down  heavy  Cuban  percussion  over 
which  the  sax  and  bone  (sic)  trade  licks 
and  weave  textures  in  tandem. 

They'  are  also  joined  by  the  Sade-like 
jazz  vocals  of  Scheherazade  Stone  on 
two  cuts,  including  a  killer  interpretation 
of  the  jazz  standard  "Tenderly"  that  breaks 
into  a  heady  Afro-Cuban  romp  led  by  the 
"rambero"  vocals  of  Diaz.  Original  com¬ 
positions  by  Yosvany  Terry  and  Roberto 
Carcasses  are  sophisticated  and  show 
maturity  beyond  their  years. 

Elbo  Room  (Valencia  between  17th  & 
18th)  Salsa  Thursdays  continue  in 
September  with  Los  Compos  Sept.  6, 
Candela  Sept.  13,  and  Jesus  Diaz  y  QBA 
on  Sept.  20.  Showtime  is  10  p.m. 
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3159  -  t6TH  STREET  •  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94103 


OPEN 


Taqueria  San  Jose 

2839  Mission  StV24th  St.  •  (415)  282-0283 


UN  NUEVO  CONCEPTO  DE  SERVICIO 
Nuestra  Experiencia  desde  1980 


Sandwiches:  $2.75 

Turkey,  Harrr  and  Cheese, 
Pastrami 

Fruit  Salads:  $3.25 

Combination  of  Fruits 

Milkshakes:  $2.25 

Chocolate,  Vanilla,  mLo 
Strawberry  ,'vfvh- 

Ice  Cream: 

Strawberry,  Cookies  ‘n’ 
Cream,  Vanilla,  Chocolate, 
Caramel  Pralines,  Chocolate 
Chip,  Mint  Chip 
(Cone):  $75  •  (Cup):  $2.25 

Frozen  Drinks:$1.75 

Coffee,  Mocha,  Cappuccino 

Juices:  $1.99 

Apple,  Grapefruit, 

Pineapple,  Celery,  Orange, 
Watermelon,  Melon, 
Cantaloupe 


^  Free  ice  cream  with  your  order 

f)  .  '  ~ 
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En  su  orden  de  Compra  pida 

una  NIEVE  Gratis 


Smoothies:  $2.50 

Banana,  Strawberry, 
Orange,  Pineapple  or 
mixture  of  your  choice 

Pastries:  $0.75 

Muffin,  Danish 

Hot  Drinks:  $1.50 

Coffee,  Hot  Chocolate 

Wine:  $3.25 

Cabernet,  Fetzer, 
Zinfandel 


Beer:  $2.75 

Genuine  Draft,  , 

Sierra  Nevada,  Red  Tail  Ale 
Boont  Amberale 

Salads  $1.85 

Ranch,  Thousand,  Caesar, 
Bleu  Cheese 


Seafood  Salads: 

Crab  Meat . $5.50 

Shrimp . $5.50 

Red  Snapper . . $5.50 

Abalone . $5.50 

Combination . $6.50 


Custom  Framing 
&  Do-It-Yourself 

fir  PRICES 
YOU  CAN'T  BERT! 

Many  frames  to  choose  from! 

STILL  THE  BEST 

FfllMNG  N  SIN  FMKISCO 


(415)  826-2321 
934  Valencia  @  20th  St. 

Frames@back2picture.com  •  www.back2picture.com 


"$ur  Traditional  Mexicali  Food 
is  the  J&e^t  in  the  ’6a*/  <£rea” 

CALIFORNIA  STATE  FAIR  WINNER  FOR  BEST  SALSA  1998, 1999  AND  2000 


1  7th  &  Valencia 

Open  daily  Warn  to  1  Opm 


3071  16th  Street 

Open  daily  Warn  to  12am 


